Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
Charter of the
National Research Advisory Council (NRAC)

1. Advisory Committee’s Official Designation. National Research Advisory Council.

2. Authority. The NRAC was established by the direction of the Secretary of the
Department of Veterans Affairs and operates under the provisions of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (FACA), as amended, 5 U.S.C. Ch. 10.

3. Objectives and Scope of Activities. The Council provides advice to the Secretary
and the Under Secretary for Health (USH) and makes recommendations on the nature
and scope of research and development sponsored and/or conducted by the Veterans
Health Administration (VHA) to include: (1) the policies and projects of the Office of
Research and Development (ORD); (2) the focus of research on the high priority health
care needs of Veterans; (3) the balance of basic, applied, and outcomes research; (4)
the scientific merit review process; (5) the appropriate mechanisms by which ORD can
leverage its resources to enhance the research financial base; (6) the rapid response to
changing health care needs, while maintaining the stability of the research
infrastructure; and (7) the protection of human subjects of research.

4. Description of Duties. The Council advises the Secretary and the USH on all
matters related to the research and development program, conducts analyses, and
develops reports and other materials as necessary. The Council reviews deliberations
of other committees or entities to avoid duplication of effort, and the Council
incorporates or otherwise uses the results of deliberations of such entities. As a part of
its function, the Council may accept for consideration suggestions for research and
development from Congress, VA, non-VA scientists, Veterans and their representatives,
and the public.

5. Agency or Federal Officer Receiving the Advisory Committee’s Advice/
Recommendations. The Council reports to the Secretary through the USH.

6. Support. VA is responsible for providing the funding, organization, and logistical
support and resources for the NRAC. Within VA, VHA ORD is responsible for providing
administrative and logistical support to the NRAC.

7. Estimated Annual Operating Costs and Staff Years. The estimated annual cost for
operating the Council is $200,000, which includes1.0 full-time equivalent staff. All
members receive travel expense reimbursement and per diem in accordance with
Federal Travel Regulations for any travel made in connection with their duties as
members of the Council.
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8. Designated Federal Officer (DFO). The DFO must:

a. Ensure their advisory committee activities comply with the Act, FACA Final
Rule, their agency administrative procedures, and any other applicable laws
and regulations;

b. Approve or call all meetings of the advisory committee or subcommittee;

c. Approve the agenda, except that this requirement does not apply to a
Presidential advisory committee;

d. Attend all advisory committee and subcommittee meetings for their duration;

e. Fulfill the requirements under section 10(b) of the Act (codified at 5 U.S.C.
1009(b));

f. Adjourn any meeting when the DFO determines it to be in the public interest;

g. Chair any meeting when directed by the agency head;

h. Maintain information on advisory committee activities and provide such
information to the public, as applicable; and

i. Ensure advisory committee members and subcommittee members, as
applicable, receive the appropriate training (for example, FACA overview,
ethics training) for efficient operation and compliance with the Act and FACA
Final Rule.

j- Also, the DFO should ensure a public website is created and maintained for
the advisory committee to which they are assigned according to 41 C.F.R. §
102-3.120(b).

9. Estimated Number and Frequency of Meetings. The Council will meet
approximately three times or more per calendar year.

10. Duration. The duration of the advisory committee is continuing, subject to the
Termination section below.

11. Termination: Unless renewed by appropriate action prior to its expiration, the
Council will terminate 2 years from the date below.

12. Membership and Designation. The Council will be comprised of approximately 12
members. Members will be selected from knowledgeable VA and non-VA experts, and
Veterans’ community representatives with special qualifications and competence to deal
effectively with research and development issues in VA. Appropriate categories of
primary expertise that may be represented include: (1) basic biomedical research; (2)
rehabilitation research and development; (3) health services research and development;
(4) clinical research; (5) geriatric care; (6) primary care; (7) special Veterans population
health issues; (8) occupational and environmental health research; (9) mental health
and behavioral research; (10) surgery research; and (11) neurological research. In
addition, the Council will have at least one Veteran as a member to ensure an important
perspective on the health problems of Veterans.

The Secretary will appoint members for overlapping 2-year terms of service and may

reappoint members for 1 additional term. The Secretary will appoint the Chair of the
Committee to a term of 2 years and may reappoint the Chair for 1 additional term.
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Several members may be Regular Government Employees, but the majority of the
Council’'s membership will be Special Government Employees.

13. Subcommittees. The Council is authorized to establish subcommittees, with the
DFQ’s approval to perform specific projects or assignments as necessary and
consistent with its mission. The Council chair shall notify the Secretary, through the
DFO, of the establishment of any subcommittee, including its function, membership, and
estimated duration. Subcommittees must report their recommendations and advice to
the full committee for full deliberation and discussion. Subcommittees have no authority
to make decisions on behalf of the parent Committee, nor can they report directly to VA
or any other Federal Officer. Subcommittees will report back to the Council.

14. Recordkeeping. Records of the Council shall be handled in accordance with
General Records Schedule 6.2 or other approved agency records disposition
schedules. Those records shall be available for public inspection and copying, subject
to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552.

15. Filing Date.

Approved: Date:
Is/ Douglas A. Collins August 19, 2025
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
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