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hdrinc.com  

 2379 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA  95833-4240 
(916) 679-8700 
 

February 17, 2020 

Ms. Christina Snider, Executive Secretary    via electronic submittal 
Native American Heritage Commission 
1550 Harbor Blvd, Room 100 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 
 
Re: Request for Search of Sacred Lands File and List of Potentially Interested 

Tribes for the Department of Veterans Affairs Former Naval Air Station 
Alameda Section 106 Technical Report; Alameda County, California 

 
Dear Ms. Snider, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is providing regulatory services to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA), Office of Construction and Facilities Management (CFM), for 
Former Naval Air Station Alameda Section 106 Technical Report, Project No. 612-115.  
The Project consists of construction of an Outpatient Clinic, a columbarium, an 
administrative space for the National Cemetery Administration, and other associated 
structures and access/utility roads. This project is located between Oakland Inner Harbor 
and San Francisco Bay, in the city of Alameda in Alameda County, California. A brief 
description of the Project, the proposed Area of Potential Effects (APE), and a legal 
description are provided below. 

Project Description 
The proposed project as defined the VA’s construction and operation of a Veterans Health 
Administration (VHA) Outpatient Clinic (OPC), Veteran Benefits Administration (VBA) 
outreach office, National Cemetery Administration (NCA) columbaria cemetery, 
conservation management office (CMO), and associated infrastructure on about 112 acres 
of land (referred to as the “VA Development Area”). The VA would also construct an 
access utility/road corridor to the east of the VA Transfer Parcel.  

In support of the new facilities, new features and possible construction techniques have 
also been proposed. The additions to the proposed project, that are the focus of this 
assessment include: (1) installation of two new storm drains; (2) wetlands mitigation; (3) 
temporary installation of modular buildings; and (4) the possible use of deep dynamic 
compaction (DDC) as a construction method. 





Attachment 1 – Location Map 

hdrinc.com  

 2379 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA  95833-4240 
(916) 679-8700 
 

 



Sacred Lands File & Native American Contacts List Request 

Native American Heritage Commission 
1550 Harbor Blvd, Suite 100 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 

916-373-3710
916-373-5471 – Fax
nahc@nahc.ca.gov

Information Below is Required for a Sacred Lands File Search 

Project: Department of Veterans Affairs Former Naval Air Station Alameda Section 106 Technical 

Report   Section 106 Technical Report______________________________________________ 

County:_Alameda County__________________________________________________________ 

USGS Quadrangle Name:_Oakland West, CA_________________________________________ 

Township:__2S______   Range:_4W______   Section(s):_5_________ 

Company/Firm/Agency:_HDR, Inc.__________________________________________________ 

Street Address:__2379 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite 200__________________________________ 

City:__Sacramento____________________________________   Zip:__95833_______________ 

Phone:_916-679-8715____________________________________________ 

Fax:__916-679-8701_____________________________________________ 
Email:_John.Lloyd@hdrinc.com____________________________________________ 
Project Description: The proposed project as defined the VA’s construction and operation of a 
Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Outpatient Clinic (OPC), Veteran Benefits Administration 
(VBA) outreach office, National Cemetery Administration (NCA) columbaria cemetery, conservation 
management office (CMO), and associated infrastructure on about 112 acres of land (referred to as 
the “VA Development Area”). The VA would also construct an access utility/road corridor to the east 
of the VA Transfer Parcel. 
In support of the new facilities, new features and possible construction techniques have also been 
proposed. The additions to the proposed project, that are the focus of this assessment include: (1) 
installation of two new storm drains; (2) wetlands mitigation; (3) temporary installation of modular 
buildings; and (4) the possible use of deep dynamic compaction (DDC) as a construction method.



 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA         Gavin Newsom, Governor 

 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 
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February 18, 2020 
 
John Lloyd, Senior Cultural Resources Specialist 
HDR, Inc. 
 
Via Email to: john.lloyd@hdrinc.com  
Cc:           canutes@verizon.net    
 
 
Re: Dept of Veterans Affairs Former Naval Air Force Station Alameda Section 106 Technical 
Report Project, Alameda County  
 

Dear Mr. Lloyd: 
  
A record search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) 
was completed for the information you have submitted for the above referenced project.  The 
results were positive. Please contact the North Valley Yokuts Tribe on the attached list for more 
information.  Other sources of cultural resources should also be contacted for information 
regarding known and recorded sites.   
 
Attached is a list of Native American tribes who may also have knowledge of cultural resources 
in the project area.  This list should provide a starting place in locating areas of potential 
adverse impact within the proposed project area.  I suggest you contact all of those indicated; 
if they cannot supply information, they might recommend others with specific knowledge.  By 
contacting all those listed, your organization will be better able to respond to claims of failure to 
consult with the appropriate tribe. If a response has not been received within two weeks of 
notification, the Commission requests that you follow-up with a telephone call or email to 
ensure that the project information has been received.   
 
If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify 
me.  With your assistance, we can assure that our lists contain current information.  
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email 
address: Sarah.Fonseca@nahc.ca.gov.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Sarah Fonseca 
Cultural Resources Analyst 
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Amah MutsunTribal Band of 
Mission San Juan Bautista
Irenne Zwierlein, Chairperson
789 Canada Road 
Woodside, CA, 94062
Phone: (650) 851 - 7489
Fax: (650) 332-1526
amahmutsuntribal@gmail.com

Costanoan

Costanoan Rumsen Carmel 
Tribe
Tony Cerda, Chairperson
244 E. 1st Street 
Pomona, CA, 91766
Phone: (909) 629 - 6081
Fax: (909) 524-8041
rumsen@aol.com

Costanoan

Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of 
Costanoan
Ann Marie Sayers, Chairperson
P.O. Box 28 
Hollister, CA, 95024
Phone: (831) 637 - 4238
ams@indiancanyon.org

Costanoan

Muwekma Ohlone Indian Tribe 
of the SF Bay Area
Monica Arellano, 
20885 Redwood Road, Suite 232 
Castro Valley, CA, 94546
Phone: (408) 205 - 9714
marellano@muwekma.org

Costanoan

North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Katherine Perez, Chairperson
P.O. Box 717 
Linden, CA, 95236
Phone: (209) 887 - 3415
canutes@verizon.net

Costanoan
Northern Valley 
Yokut

The Ohlone Indian Tribe
Andrew Galvan, 
P.O. Box 3388 
Fremont, CA, 94539
Phone: (510) 882 - 0527
Fax: (510) 687-9393
chochenyo@AOL.com

Bay Miwok
Ohlone
Patwin
Plains Miwok

The Confederated Villages of 
Lisjan
Corrina Gould, Chairperson
10926 Edes Avenue 
Oakland, CA, 94603
Phone: (510) 575 - 8408
cvltribe@gmail.com

Bay Miwok
Ohlone
Delta Yokut
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This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of 
the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resource Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.
 
This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans with regard to cultural resources assessment for the proposed Dept of Veteran Affairs Former 
Naval Air Force Station Alameda Section 106 Technical Report Project, Alameda County.
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VA Medical Center 
10535 Hospital Way, Mather, CA 95655 

Community Living Center (CLC) 
150 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 94553 

VA Outpatient Clinics: 
11985 Heritage Oak Place, #100, Auburn CA 95603 
1601 Concord Ave, Chico, CA 95928 
5342 Dudley Avenue, McClellan, CA 95652 
201 Walnut Avenue, Mare Island, CA 94592 
150 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 94553 

VA Outpatient Clinics (continued): 
2221 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, Oakland, CA 94612 
351 Hartnett Avenue, Redding, CA 96002 
103 Bodin Circle, Bldg. 778, Travis AFB, CA 94535 
425 Plumas Boulevard, Yuba City, CA 95991 

Oakland Behavioral Health Clinic 
525 21st Street, Oakland, CA 94612 

Telephone Care: 1-800-382-8387 
Website: www.northerncalifornia.va.gov 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
VA Northern California Health Care System (VANCHCS) 

10535 Hospital Way, Mather, CA 95655 

In Reply Refer To: 612/001/EBD 
MAY ' 2 }.1, 

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band of 
Mission San Juan Bautista 
lrenne Zwierlein, Chairperson 
789 Canada Road 
Woodside, CA 94062 

Subject: The Department of Veterans Affairs, Project No. 612-115 — Request to 
Initiate Section 106 Consultation with Native American Tribes 

Dear Chairperson Zwierlein: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Office of Construction and Facilities 
Management (CFM) is proposing Project No. 612-115 which will construct an Outpatient 
Clinic (OPC), a columbarium, and administrative space for National Cemetery 
Administration (NCA) and Veteran Benefits Administration (VBA) at Alameda Point 
(former Naval Air Station Alameda) in northern Alameda County, California. 

Project Background 

Pursuant to the Council on Environmental Quality's (CEQ) regulations (40 Code of 
Federal Regulations [CFR] Parts 1500-1508) implementing provisions of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (N EPA) and VA regulations for implementing NEPA 
(Environmental Effects of DVA Actions [38 CFR Part 26]), the VA and the Department of 
the Navy identified and assessed the expected environmental impacts of transferring 
excess federal property and developing an OPC, offices, and national cemetery at the 
former Naval Air Station (NAS) Alameda in the city of Alameda, California. The results 
of the assessment were documented in the Final Environmental Assessment (EA; VA 
2013). The VA conducted previous consultation under Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) in 2012 and 2013 and also developed a separate 
technical report in support of the EA during that period. As a result, the VA found that 
the proposed project would have no adverse effect on historic properties. That finding 



was documented in the EA, and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
concurred with the finding on May 17, 2013 (VA 2013: Appendix E). 

Since that previous consultation, changes have occurred to project elements that have 
minimally affected the project footprint and area of potential effects (APE). In addition, 
minimal change has occurred to the activities that would occur within the approved 2013 
APE. These footprint and activity changes required VA to re-evaluate the previous "no 
adverse effect" finding based on the proposed expanded 2019 APE in order to confirm 
that the previous "no adverse effect" finding remains valid. 

The proposed changes to the undertaking (that is, the proposed project), reflected in the 
proposed expanded APE, are (1) installation of two new storm drains to be included in 
the stormwater management plan for the proposed project; (2) wetlands mitigation, 
including on-site creation of a new tidal wetland; (3) temporary installation of modular 
buildings for the OPC and other Veteran services that would be removed when 
permanent facilities have been constructed; and (4) further identification of the locations 
where deep dynamic compaction (DDC) would need to occur in order to analyze the 
impacts from vibration within the approved APE. 

The proposed project is a Federal action for which the VA is serving as the lead Federal 
agency for the undertaking. The project will comply with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended (2006). We would like to invite 
you to participate in the Section 106 consultation for the proposed project in accordance 
with Title 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 800 (36 CFR § 800), by 
providing information and/or by requesting to be a consulting party. 

Cultural Resources Identification Efforts 

The VA is gathering information on cultural resources eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places, including sites of religious and cultural significance pursuant to 36 
CFR § 800.4(a)(4) and sites of a sacred nature pursuant to Executive Order 13007 to 
determine the potential effect of the proposed undertaking on such properties. We 
request your assistance in the identification of any known cultural resources of concern 
that may be affected by the proposed undertaking. If the location and nature of these 
resources is sensitive or confidential, this information may be withheld from public 
disclosure as outlined in the regulations at 36 CFR § 800.11(c). 

On behalf of the project, the VA contacted the Native American Heritage Commission 
for a list of tribes that may have knowledge of cultural resources in the project area and 
your contact information was shared. The VA invites your tribe's participation in the 
Section 106 process and requests information under Section 106 of the NHPA 
regarding the identification of, or concerns with, cultural resources, including sites of 
religious and cultural significance. Comments or concerns regarding sacred sites on 
Federal land or access to sacred sites on Federal land under Executive Order 13007 
are also requested. A map of the proposed project location is provided for your review 
(Attachment 1). 
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Please respond within 30 days should you have information to share for this project 
and/or if you wish to be a consulting party. Provide written response to Mr. Dale Slaton; 
kelvin.slaton©va.gov. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Daniel Wood, VISN 
GEMS Manager at (916) 640-8039. 

Sincerely, 

1)'-) 
Davi Sföwefl, MHA 
Director 

Enclosure: 1 
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VA Medical Center 
10535 Hospital Way, Mather, CA 95655 

Community Living Center (CLC) 
150 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 94553 

VA Outpatient Clinics: 
11985 Heritage Oak Place, #100, Auburn CA 95603 
1601 Concord Ave, Chico, CA 95928 
5342 Dudley Avenue, McClellan, CA 95652 
201 Walnut Avenue, Mare Island, CA 94592 
150 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 04553 

VA Outpatient Clinics (continued): 
2221 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, Oakland, CA 94612 
351 Hartnett Avenue, Redding, CA 96002 
103 Bodin Circle, Bldg. 778, Travis AFB, CA 94535 
425 Plumes Boulevard, Yuba City, CA 95991 

Oakland Behavioral Health Clinic 
525 21st Street, Oakland, CA 94612 

Telephone Care: 1-800-382-8387 
Website: wvm.northerncalifornia.va.gov 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
VA Northern California Health Care System (VANCHCS) 

10535 Hospital Way, Mather, CA 95655 

MAY 1 2 In Reply Refer To: 612/001/EBD 

California Valley Miwok Tribe 
Silvia Burley, Chairperson 
14807 Avenida Central 
La Grange, CA 95329 

Subject: The Department of Veterans Affairs, Project No. 612-115 — Request to 
Initiate Section 106 Consultation with Native American Tribes 

Dear Chairperson Burley: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Office of Construction and Facilities 
Management (CFM) is proposing Project No. 612-115 which will construct an Outpatient 
Clinic (OPC), a columbarium, and administrative space for National Cemetery 
Administration (NCA) and Veteran Benefits Administration (VBA) at Alameda Point 
(former Naval Air Station Alameda) in northern Alameda County, California. 

Project Background 

Pursuant to the Council on Environmental Quality's (CEQ) regulations (40 Code of 
Federal Regulations [CFR] Parts 1500-1508) implementing provisions of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and VA regulations for implementing NEPA 
(Environmental Effects of DVA Actions [38 CFR Part 26]), the VA and the Department of 
the Navy identified and assessed the expected environmental impacts of transferring 
excess federal property and developing an OPC, offices, and national cemetery at the 
former Naval Air Station (NAS) Alameda in the city of Alameda, California. The results 
of the assessment were documented in the Final Environmental Assessment (EA; VA 
2013). The VA conducted previous consultation under Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) in 2012 and 2013 and also developed a separate 
technical report in support of the EA during that period. As a result, the VA found that 
the proposed project would have no adverse effect on historic properties. That finding 
was documented in the EA, and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
concurred with the finding on May 17,2013 (VA 2013: Appendix E). 



Since that previous consultation, changes have occurred to project elements that have 
minimally affected the project footprint and area of potential effects (APE). In addition, 
minimal change has occurred to the activities that would occur within the approved 2013 
APE. These footprint and activity changes required VA to re-evaluate the previous "no 
adverse effect" finding based on the proposed expanded 2019 APE in order to confirm 
that the previous "no adverse effect" finding remains valid. 

The proposed changes to the undertaking (that is, the proposed project), reflected in the 
proposed expanded APE, are (1) installation of two new storm drains to be included in 
the stormwater management plan for the proposed project; (2) wetlands mitigation, 
including on-site creation of a new tidal wetland; (3) temporary installation of modular 
buildings for the OPC and other Veteran services that would be removed when 
permanent facilities have been constructed; and (4) further identification of the locations 
where deep dynamic compaction (DDC) would need to occur in order to analyze the 
impacts from vibration within the approved APE. 

The proposed project is a Federal action for which the VA is serving as the lead Federal 
agency for the undertaking. The project will comply with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended (2006). We would like to invite 
you to participate in the Section 106 consultation for the proposed project in accordance 
with Title 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 800 (36 CFR § 800), by 
providing information and/or by requesting to be a consulting party. 

Cultural Resources Identification Efforts 

The VA is gathering information on cultural resources eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places, including sites of religious and cultural significance pursuant to 36 
CFR § 800.4(a)(4) and sites of a sacred nature pursuant to Executive Order 13007 to 
determine the potential effect of the proposed undertaking on such properties. We 
request your assistance in the identification of any known cultural resources of concern 
that may be affected by the proposed undertaking. If the location and nature of these 
resources is sensitive or confidential, this information may be withheld from public 
disclosure as outlined in the regulations at 36 CFR § 800.11(c). 

On behalf of the project, the VA contacted the Native American Heritage Commission 
for a list of tribes that may have knowledge of cultural resources in the project area and 
your contact information was shared. The VA invites your tribe's participation in the 
Section 106 process and requests information under Section 106 of the NHPA 
regarding the identification of, or concerns with, cultural resources, including sites of 
religious and cultural significance. Comments or concerns regarding sacred sites on 
Federal land or access to sacred sites on Federal land under Executive Order 13007 
are also requested. A map of the proposed project location is provided for your review 
(Attachment 1). 
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Please respond within 30 days should you have information to share for this project 
and/or if you wish to be a consulting party. Provide written response to Mr. Dale Slaton; 
kelvin.slaton@va.gov. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Daniel Wood, VISN 
GEMS Manager at (916) 640-8039. 

Sincerely, 

David Stockwell, MHA 
Director 

Enclosure: 1 
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VA Medical Center 
10535 Hospital Way, Mather, CA 95655 

Community Living Center (CLC) 
150 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 94553 

VA Outpatient Clinics: 
11985 Heritage Oak Place, #100, Auburn CA 95603 
1601 Concord Ave, Chico, CA 95928 
5342 Dudley Avenue, McClellan, CA 95652 
201 Walnut Avenue, Mare Island, CA 94592 
150 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 94553 

VA Outpatient Clinics (continued): 
2221 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, Oakland, CA 94612 
351 Hartnell Avenue, Redding, CA 96002 
103 Bodin Circle, Bldg. 778, Travis AFB, CA 94535 
425 Plumes Boulevard, Yuba City, CA 95991 

Oakland Behavioral Health Clinic 
525 21st Street, Oakland, CA 94612 

Telephone Care: 1-800-382-8387 
Website: wmv.northerncalifornia.va.gov 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
VA Northern California Health Care System (VANCHCS) 

10535 Hospital Way, Mather, CA 95655 

In Reply Refer To: 612/001/EBD 
MAY 12 

Costanoan Rumsen Carmel Tribe 
Tony Cerda, Chairperson 
244 E. 1st Street 
Pomona, CA 91766 

Subject: The Department of Veterans Affairs, Project No. 612-115-- Request to 
Initiate Section 106 Consultation with Native American Tribes 

Dear Chairperson Cerda: 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Office of Construction and Facilities 
Management (CFM) is proposing Project No. 612-115 which will construct an Outpatient 
Clinic (OPC), a columbarium, and administrative space for National Cemetery 
Administration (NCA) and Veteran Benefits Administration (VBA) at Alameda Point 
(former Naval Air Station Alameda) in northern Alameda County, California. 

Project Background 

Pursuant to the Council on Environmental Quality's (CEQ) regulations (40 Code of 
Federal Regulations [CFR] Parts 1500-1508) implementing provisions of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (N EPA) and VA regulations for implementing NEPA 
(Environmental Effects of DVA Actions [38 CFR Part 26]), the VA and the Department of 
the Navy identified and assessed the expected environmental impacts of transferring 
excess federal property and developing an OPC, offices, and national cemetery at the 
former Naval Air Station (NAS) Alameda in the city of Alameda, California. The results 
of the assessment were documented in the Final Environmental Assessment (EA; VA 
2013). The VA conducted previous consultation under Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) in 2012 and 2013 and also developed a separate 
technical report in support of the EA during that period. As a result, the VA found that 
the proposed project would have no adverse effect on historic properties. That finding 
was documented in the EA, and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
concurred with the finding on May 17, 2013 (VA 2013: Appendix E). 



Since that previous consultation, changes have occurred to project elements that have 
minimally affected the project footprint and area of potential effects (APE). In addition, 
minimal change has occurred to the activities that would occur within the approved 2013 
APE. These footprint and activity changes required VA to re-evaluate the previous "no 
adverse effect" finding based on the proposed expanded 2019 APE in order to confirm 
that the previous "no adverse effect" finding remains valid. 

The proposed changes to the undertaking (that is, the proposed project), reflected in the 
proposed expanded APE, are (1) installation of two new storm drains to be included in 
the stormwater management plan for the proposed project; (2) wetlands mitigation, 
including on-site creation of a new tidal wetland; (3) temporary installation of modular 
buildings for the OPC and other Veteran services that would be removed when 
permanent facilities have been constructed; and (4) further identification of the locations 
where deep dynamic compaction (DDC) would need to occur in order to analyze the 
impacts from vibration within the approved APE. 

The proposed project is a Federal action for which the VA is serving as the lead Federal 
agency for the undertaking. The project will comply with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended (2006). We would like to invite 
you to participate in the Section 106 consultation for the proposed project in accordance 
with Title 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 800 (36 CFR § 800), by 
providing information and/or by requesting to be a consulting party. 

Cultural Resources Identification Efforts 

The VA is gathering information on cultural resources eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places, including sites of religious and cultural significance pursuant to 36 
CFR § 800.4(a)(4) and sites of a sacred nature pursuant to Executive Order 13007 to 
determine the potential effect of the proposed undertaking on such properties. We 
request your assistance in the identification of any known cultural resources of concern 
that may be affected by the proposed undertaking. If the location and nature of these 
resources is sensitive or confidential, this information may be withheld from public 
disclosure as outlined in the regulations at 36 CFR § 800.11(c). 

On behalf of the project, the VA contacted the Native American Heritage Commission 
for a list of tribes that may have knowledge of cultural resources in the project area and 
your contact information was shared. The VA invites your tribe's participation in the 
Section 106 process and requests information under Section 106 of the NHPA 
regarding the identification of, or concerns with, cultural resources, including sites of 
religious and cultural significance. Comments or concerns regarding sacred sites on 
Federal land or access to sacred sites on Federal land under Executive Order 13007 
are also requested. A map of the proposed project location is provided for your review 
(Attachment 1). 
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