
 

    

 

    
 

   

  

   

 

   

Draft EA: Chattanooga National Cemetery Replacement 

APPENDIX A - LIST OF ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS REQUIRED

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 





 

    

 

    
 

       
 

   
 

 

    

   
  

  

  

 

  

  

   
   

 

  

   
  

   

  

  

    

  

   

      

 

 

  

 
 

 

   
   

 

 
 

 

  

   

Draft EA: Chattanooga National Cemetery Replacement 

 TCA, TDEC, Division of Water Resources (Ground Water Protection Program), 0400-48-01 
Regulations to Govern Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems. 

 TCA, Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA), 1660-01 Wildlife Resources, 1660-01-32 Rules 
and Regulations for in need of Management, Threatened, and Endangered Species. 

Site 1 Only 

 TCA, Tennessee Department of Transportation, 1680-10-01 Constructing Driveway Entrances on State 
Highway rights-of-way. 

 TCA, TDEC, Human Remains and Burials, 46-8-103 Construction Buffers Around Perimeter of Graves 
or Crypts; 46-4-104 Family Members have Right to Visit Graves of Ancestors 

 Zoning Resolution for Meigs County, Tennessee. 

 Flood Resolution for Meigs County, Tennessee. 

Site 2 Only 

 None. 

A.2 ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS REQUIRED 
In addition to the regulatory framework of NEPA, the CEQ Regulations Implementing the Procedural 
Provisions of NEPA, VA’s NEPA regulations (38 CFR Part 26), and VA’s NEPA Interim Guidance for 
Projects, the following federal, state, and/or local environmental permits are required as part of this 
Proposed Action: 

 TDEC DWR NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit 

 CWA Section 404/Section 401 permits and/or TDEC DWR Aquatic Resource Alteration Permit for 
wetland impacts (if necessary) 

 TDEC APC Notification of Demolition and/or Asbestos Renovation (Site 2) 

 TDEC DWR Septic System Construction Permit 

 TDOT Highway Entrance Permit (Site 1) 

 Other required environmental permits will be determined during the cemetery design. 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
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APPENDIX B – AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 



 
   

 
 

   
 
 

    
 

  
 

       
     
     

   
  

           
       

          
       

      
        

       
       

         
          

  
 

      
 

       
        

         
          
       

         
              

     
   

 
        

      
        

        
     

      
      
          

 
 

        
 

        
     

      

  

 

    
  

   
  

  
       

   
       

      
        

       
 

  
          

 

      

     
       

  
        
       

         
              

     
 

     
     

        
        

     
      

      
          

       

        
     

    

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
Office of Construction & Facilities Management 

425 I Street, NW 
Washington DC 20001 

Date: September 2, 2021 

To: Valued Stakeholders 

Subject: Notice of Scoping and Stakeholder Involvement for the 
Proposed Land Acquisition for the Construction and Operation of the 
Chattanooga National Cemetery Replacement
Chattanooga, Tennessee Area 

The US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Office of Construction and Facilities Management is 
gathering information to assist with the preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) as part 
of the federal decision-making process for the proposed acquisition of no less than 200 acres of 
land in the Chattanooga, Tennessee area for the construction and operation of a new national 
cemetery to replace the existing the Chattanooga National Cemetery (Proposed Action). The 
existing Chattanooga National Cemetery, located at 1200 Bailey Avenue within the City of 
Chattanooga, has limited remaining space for new interments and is projected to reach its burial 
capacity within the next 10 years. Land contiguous to the existing ChattanoogaNationalCemetery
is fully developed and not available to acquire for cemetery expansion. The newnational cemetery 
is needed for VA to continue to serve the burial needs of Chattanooga area Veterans and their 
families. 

Two sites are being evaluated for the proposed new national cemetery: 

• Site 1 - Approximately 270 acres of land located south of the intersection of Hiwassee 
Highway and Chickamauga Lake/Tennessee River in an unincorporated area of Meigs 
County, Tennessee, approximately 29 miles northeast of the Chattanoogacity center. Site 
1 is located in a rural area consisting of agricultural and low-density residential properties. 
Site 1 consists of unimproved agricultural land and wooded land. A small overgrown
cemetery (Old Browder Cemetery) is located in an area of trees in the east-central portion 
of Site 1, but is located on a separate, approximately 0.5-acre parcel that is not part of the 
site. Old Browder Cemetery would remain an independent cemetery located within the 
national cemetery. 

• Site 2 - Approximately 225 acres of land located northeast of the intersection of 
Bostontown Road and Kelly Cross Road in an unincorporated area of Sequatchie County, 
Tennessee, approximately 25 miles north of the Chattanooga city center. Site 2 is located 
in a rural area consisting of agricultural land and low-density residential properties. Site 2 
is mostly unimproved agricultural land and wooded land, with a house and associated 
ancillary buildings located in the west-central portion of the site. The residence and 
associated structures would likely be removed during initial cemetery development. An 
intermittent stream is located in the western portion of the site and McWilliams Creek runs 
along the eastern site boundary. 

The locations and general features of Site 1 and Site 2 are shown on Figures 1 through 5. 

Site plans for the proposed national cemetery have not been developed; the cemetery master 
planning and design would be initiated after the selected site is acquired. VA would follow the 
National Cemetery Administration (NCA) Facilities Design Guide in the proposed cemetery 





  
 
 

   

  
 

 
 

   
 

 

FIGURE 1 

SITES LOCATION MAP 

Chattanooga National Cemetery Replacement
Chattanooga, Tennessee Area 



  
 
 

   

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

FIGURE 2 

SITE 1 TOPOGRAPHIC LOCATION MAP 

Chattanooga National Cemetery Replacement
Chattanooga, Tennessee Area 



  
 
 

   

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

FIGURE 3 

SITE 2 TOPOGRAPHIC LOCATION MAP 

Chattanooga National Cemetery Replacement
Chattanooga, Tennessee Area 
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FIGURE 4 

SITE 1 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH 

Chattanooga National Cemetery Replacement
Chattanooga, Tennessee Area 



  
 
 

   

  
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

FIGURE 5 

SITE 2 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH 

Chattanooga National Cemetery Replacement
Chattanooga, Tennessee Area 



  
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
   
   

    
    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

   
    

Name Position Organization Email 
William Wilson Administrative Officer U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Tennessee Ecological Services Field Office william_j_wilson@fws.gov 
John Blevins Acting Regional Administrator U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 Blevins.John@epa.gov 
Lt. Col. Sonny B. Avichal Nashville District Commander U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville District chief.public-affairs@usace.army.mil 
Brandon Moore District Conservationist U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service - Athens Service Center brandon.moore@usda.gov 
Justin Howard District Conservationist U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service - Pikeville Service Center justin.howard@usda.gov 
Amy Katcher Regional Director Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Chattanooga Environmental Field Office Amy.Katcher@tn.gov 
Amelia Poe Manager Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Air Pollution Control amelia.poe@tn.gov 
Troy Keith Manager Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Remediation, Hazardous Substance Site & Brownfields Cleanup Troy.Keith@tn.gov 
Harry McCann  Manager Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Solid & Hazardous Wastes Harry.McCann@tn.gov 
Randy Slater  Manager Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Facilities Randy.Slater@tn.gov 
Jennifer Innes Manager Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Division of Water Resources Jennifer.Innes@tn.gov 
Ron Zurawski State Geologist Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Geology Ronald.Zurawski@tn.gov 
Roger McCoy Director Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Division of Natural Resources roger.mccoy@tn.gov 
Mime Barnes Outreach & Communications Coordinator Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, Region 3 District 32 Mime.Barnes@tn.gov 
Andy McBride District Forester Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Cumberland District Andy.McBride@tn.gov 
Joe Deering, P.E., R.L.S. Director/Assistant Chief Engineer Tennessee Department of Transportation, Region 2 Joe.Deering@tn.gov 
Denise Smith TVA FOIA Officer Tennessee Valley Authority tvainfo@tva.com 
Rebecca C. Tolene Federal Preservation Office and Vice President Tennessee Valley Authority rctolene@tva.gov 
Clinton E. Jones Deputy Federal Preservation Office and Manager Tennessee Valley Authority cjones5@tva.gov 
Beth Jones Executive Director Southeast Tennessee Development District bjones@sedev.org 
Bill James Mayor Meigs County mayor@meigstn.com 
Ross Wilson Meigs County Compliance Coordinator Meigs County Government rosswilsonmcpc@yahoo.com 
Paulette Jones President Meigs County Historical Society Meigsmuseum@MeigsMuseum.com 
Keith Cartwright  County Executive Sequatchie County seqexec@bledsoe.net 
Jack Baker President Board of Directors National Trail of Tears Association JackDBaker@cox.net 













            
         

     
          

       
         

          
  

       
  

          
    

              
        

              
            

        
  

          
         
         

       
         

       
         

  
         

  
        
          
        
       

        
           

            
          

    

            
         

     
          

       
         

         

      

         
    

             
       

             
           

      

          
        
         

       
         

      
       

        

        
          

        
       

        
           

            
          

   

 

making process for the proposed acquisition of no less than 200 acres of land in the Chattanooga, Tennessee 
area for the construction and operation of a new national cemetery to replace the existing the Chattanooga 
National Cemetery (Proposed Action). The existing Chattanooga National Cemetery, located at 1200 Bailey 
Avenue within the City of Chattanooga, has limited remaining space for new interments and is projected to 
reach its burial capacity within the next 10 years. Land contiguous to the existing Chattanooga National 
Cemetery is fully developed and not available to acquire for cemetery expansion. The new national cemetery is 
needed for VA to continue to serve the burial needs of Chattanooga area Veterans and their families. 

Two sites are being evaluated for the proposed new national cemetery: 

• Site 1 - Approximately 270 acres of land located south of the intersection of Hiwassee Highway and 
Chickamauga Lake/Tennessee River in an unincorporated area of Meigs County, Tennessee, approximately 
29 miles northeast of the Chattanooga city center. Site 1 is located in a rural area consisting of agricultural and 
low-density residential properties. Site 1 consists of unimproved agricultural land and wooded land. A small 
overgrown cemetery (Old Browder Cemetery) is located in an area of trees in the east-central portion of Site 1, 
but is located on a separate, approximately 0.5-acre parcel that is not part of the site. Old Browder Cemetery 
would remain an independent cemetery located within the national cemetery. 

• Site 2 - Approximately 225 acres of land located northeast of the intersection of Bostontown Road and Kelly 
Cross Road in an unincorporated area of Sequatchie County, Tennessee, approximately 25 miles north of the 
Chattanooga city center. Site 2 is located in a rural area consisting of agricultural land and low-density 
residential properties. Site 2 is mostly unimproved agricultural land and wooded land, with a house and 
associated ancillary buildings located in the west-central portion of the site. The residence and associated 
structures would likely be removed during initial cemetery development. An intermittent stream is located in the 
western portion of the site and McWilliams Creek runs along the eastern site boundary. 

The locations and general features of Site 1 and Site 2 are shown on Figures 1 through 5. 

Site plans for the proposed national cemetery have not been developed; the cemetery master planning and 
design would be initiated after the selected site is acquired. VA would follow the National Cemetery 
Administration (NCA) Facilities Design Guide in the proposed cemetery design. The cemetery would include a 
gated entrance and perimeter fencing, an administration building and public information building, an assembly 
area, a memorial wall, committal shelters, a loop road through the cemetery, casket gravesites, columbarium 
niches, and a maintenance building/facility. The cemetery would be developed in phases, with the first phase 
(approximately 40 to 60 acres) including the buildings and infrastructure needed to support the first 15 years of 
burial capacity. It is anticipated the first phase of cemetery development would begin approximately 3 years 
after site acquisition. 
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Draft EA: Chattanooga National Cemetery Replacement 

APPENDIX C – SECTION 106 AND NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBE 
CORRESPONDENCE 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    

      
    

 

 
  

  
 

   
 

 
       

   
    

  
   

 
 

 
 

        
               

            

 
 

 
          

  
         

    
 

 
      

     
       

  
   

 

  
     

   

   

 
       

   
    

  
  

        
               

            

 

          
  

         
    

      
     

       

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON DC 20420 

December 7, 2021 

E. Patrick McIntyre, Jr. 
Executive Director and State Historic Preservation Officer 
Tennessee Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Office 
2941 Lebanon Pike 
Nashville, TN 37214 

RE: Initiation of Section 106 consultation for the Acquisition, Construction and 
Operation of a new National Cemetery in the area of Chattanooga, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. McIntyre, 

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 USC 306108), 
Chattanooga National Cemetery of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), National 
Cemetery Administration (NCA) is initiating Section 106 consultation with your office on 
implementation of the above-referenced project. VA is considering two properties for this 
undertaking, one in Meigs County and one in Sequatchie County. This letter presents the 
findings for both sites. 

Meigs County Project Area 
Property Description 
The 257.92-acre irregularly shaped parcel is located in Meigs County, Tennessee (Figure 1 and 
2). The parcel is largely agricultural fields, with no buildings on it. The project area is located to 
the east of the Chickamauga Lake region of the Tennessee River. It is sited just south and west of 
the historic site of the Blythe Ferry. See Appendix A for additional maps photos of the parcel and 
the surrounding area. 

Brief History of Property and Study Area 
This parcel is in the Appalachian Plateau, in an agricultural area adjacent to the Tennessee River, 
and just south of Hiawassee Island. Meigs County was founded in 1836, from lands procured 
from the Indian removal and the Cherokee cession. It is named after Return Jonathan Meigs, the 
first Cherokee agent in the area and later a Governor of Ohio. The primary economy in the area 
during the antebellum period was farming, largely raising hogs, wheat, and corn. 

The project parcel is located approximately 0.5 miles south of the historic location of the Blythe 
Ferry. In 1809, William Blythe began operating a ferry at the confluence of the Tennessee and 
Hiawassee Rivers This area was “a significant crossroad for development of Indian culture for 
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Figure 2 Site in Meigs County, located just south of the Hiawassee Highway-Tennessee River intersection. 
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the plowzone. Due to agricultural practices in the area and the deflated nature of soils, there is 
little potential for archaeological site preservation. Site 40MG176 consists of a surface 
deposition of historic artifacts 15 meters west of Bramer Road. The site report states there is a 
structure depicted on the 1919 soil survey map. Site 40MG176 is most likely associated with a 
late nineteenth century farmstead. Site 40MG46 either falls within the survey boundary or abuts 
it very closely. Site 40MG46 is classified as a shell bank and open habitation with prehistoric 
ceramics dating to Woodland and Mississippian Periods. ERG did not relocate any previously 
identified sites during the current investigation. This is most likely due to a combination of 
imprecise mapping of the sites at the time of their original recording, post-identification ground 
disturbance, and limitations of the survey sampling strategy. 

Table 2 List of previously identified sites located within in or adjacent to the APE 
Site Number Temporal Affiliation Type NRHP Eligibility Relocated 

40MG46 Pre-Contact (Woodland/ 
Mississippian 

Shell bank 
;Open habitation 

Not recorded in 
available 
documentation 

No 

40MG172 Pre-Contact (Late Archaic) 
Post Contact 

Open 
habitation; 
Artifact scatter; 
Domestic 
House 

Unassessed No 

40MG174 Pre- Contact(undetermined) Open habitation Unassessed No 
40MG176 Post Contact (1866-1932) Rural Domestic 

House 
Unassessed No 

Phase 1 Archaeological Survey 
Environmental Research Group, LLC (ERG) of Baltimore, Maryland has performed a Phase I 
archaeological survey to locate all archaeological sites, pre-contact, contact, and post-contact that 
may be located within the 267-acre project area. The current land use is agricultural with several 
hardwood stands and an area of dense young growth scrub vegetation. Pedestrian survey of 
recently planted agricultural fields was accomplished between June 28 and 30, 2021. Shovel test 
survey was accomplished between August 12 and September 7, 2021. Shovel test pits (STPs) 
were excavated at 30-meter (m) intervals, 30 centimeters (cm) in diameter. Two pre-contact and 
eleven post-contact artifacts were recovered by ERG during the current investigations. These 
deposits do not represent significant archaeological resources and are not considered eligible for 
the National Register of Historic Places. A full technical report is attached hereto as Appendix B. 

Historic Landscapes 
The records of the TN SHPO indicate there are no historic landscapes in the recommended APE. 

Traditional Cultural Properties 
The records of the TN SHPO indicate there are no traditional cultural properties in the 
recommended APE. 

Effects on Historic Properties 
Based on the pedestrian building survey and the Phase I archaeological survey that found there 
are no historic properties present within the APE, NCA recommends a finding of no historic 
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properties affected pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the proposed undertaking. 
NCA requests the SHPOs concurrence on the agency’s finding per 36 CFR Part 800. NCA is 
also contacting the federally recognized Native American Tribes and other interested parties 
listed in Table 3 below, to determine if any organizations have any additional information about 
potential historic properties that may be affected by the undertaking and presenting the results of 
the archaeological survey. If the parties do submit additional information, NCA will review the 
provided documentation to determine if the resource (1) meets the criteria for listing in the 
NRHP and (2) would be adversely affected by the proposed undertaking. All parties have been 
invited to consult. 

Table 3 Invited Consulting Parties Meigs County 
Agency / Organization Contact, Title Address Phone Email 

Tennessee Historical 
Commission State Historic 
Preservation Office 

E. Patrick McIntyre, Jr., 
Executive Director and 
State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

2941 Lebanon Pike 
Nashville, TN 37214 

(615) 532-1550 Patrick.mcintyre@tn.gov 

The National Association 
of Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers 
(NATHPO) 

Dr. Valerie J. Grussing, 
President 

P.O. Box 19189 
Washington, DC 20036-
9189 

202-628-8476 info@nathpo.org 

United South and Eastern 
Tribes 

Quahna Mars, 
Narragansett Indian 
Tribe, Chairperson, 
Culture and Heritage 
Committee, Deputy 
Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer 

P.O. Box 350, 
Wyoming, RI 02898 

401-364-1100 
ext. 203 

qmars@ntribe.org 

Alabama-Coushatta Tribe 
of Texas 

Bryant Celestine Tribal 
Historic Preservation 
Officer 

571 State Park Road 56, 
Livingston, TX, 77351 

(936) 563-1181 Celestine.Bryant@actribe.org 

Alabama-Coushatta Tribe 
of Texas 

Nita Battise, 
Chairperson 

571 State Park Road 56, 
Livingston, TX, 77351 

(936) 563-1100 tcnbattise@actribe.org 

Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians 

Russell Townsend, 
Tribal Historic 
Preservation Specialist 

PO Box 455, Cherokee, NC, 
28719 

(828) 554-6851 russtown@nc-cherokee.com 

Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians 

Richard Sneed, Principal 
Chief 

PO Box 455, Cherokee, NC, 
28719 

(828) 359-7002 paxtmyer@nc-cherokee.com 

Cherokee Nation Bill John Baker, 
Principal Chief 

PO Box 948 Tahlequah, OK 
74465 

(918) 453-5000 bill-baker@cherokee.org 

Cherokee Nation Chuck Hoskin, Principal 
Chief, Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer 

PO Box 948 Tahlequah, OK 
74465 

(800) 256-0671 chuck-hoskin@cherokee.org 

United Keetoowah Band 
of Cherokee Indians 
in Oklahoma 

Eric Oosahwee-Vos, 
Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer 

PO Box 1425 Tahlequah, 
OK 74465 

(918) 458-6717 Eoosahwee-voss@ukb-
nsn.gov 

United Keetoowah Band 
of Cherokee Indians 
in Oklahoma 

Joe Bunch, Chief PO Box 746 Tahlequah, OK 
74465 

(918) 431-1148 jbunch@ukb-nsn.gov 

Coushatta Tribe of 
Louisiana 

David Sickey, Chairman PO Box 818, Elton, LA, 
70532 

(337) 584-1401 dsickey@coushatta.org 

Coushatta Tribe of 
Louisiana 

Linda Langley, Tribal 
Historic Preservation 
Officer 

PO Box 10, Elton, LA, 
70532 

(337) 584-1560 llangley@mcneese.edu 
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Muscogee (Creek) Nation Corain Lowe-Zepeda, 
Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer 

PO Box 580, Okmulgee, 
OK, 74447 

(918) 732-7835 section106@mcn-nsn.gov 

Muscogee (Creek) Nation David Hill, Principal 
Chief 

PO Box 580, Okmulgee, 
OK, 74447 

(800) 482-1979 dhill@mcn-nsn.gov 

Ho-Chunk Nation of 
Wisconsin 

William Quackenbush, 
Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer 

W9814 Airport Road Black 
River Falls WI 54615 

(715) 284-7181 BQuackenbush@ho-
chunk.com 

Ho-Chunk Nation of 
Wisconsin 

Jon Greendeer, 
President 

W9814 Airport Road Black 
River Falls WI 54615 

(715) 284-9343 Jon.Greendeer@Ho-
Chunk.com 

Winnebago Tribe of 
Nebraska 

Coly Brown, 
Chairperson 

PO Box 687 Winnebago, 
NE 

(402) 878-2272 coly.brown@winnebagotribe. 
com 

Winnebago Tribe of 
Nebraska 

Sunshine Thomas-Bear, 
Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer 

PO Box 687 Winnebago, 
NE 68071 

(402) 922-2631 sunshine.bear@winnebagotri 
be.com 

Ponca Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma 

Liana Hesler, Tribal 
Historic Preservation 
Officer 

20 White Eagle Dr. Ponca 
City, OK 74601 

(580) 762-8104 Liana.hesler@ponca.com 

Ponca Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma 

Oliver Littlecook 
Chairman 

20 White Eagle Dr. Ponca 
City, OK 74601 

(580) 762-8104 oliver.littlecook@ponca.com 

Ponca Tribe of Nebraska Staci Hesler, Tribal 
Historic Preservation 
Officer 

PO Box 288 Niobrara, NE 
68760 

402-857-3519 staci.hesler@ponca.com 

Ponca Tribe of Nebraska Larry Wright, Chairman PO Box 288 Niobrara, NE 
68760 

(402) 857-3391 N/A 

Chickasaw Nation Bill Anoatubby, 
Governor 

PO Box 1548 Ada, OK 
74821 

(580) 436-2603 tammy.gray@chickasaw.net 

Chickasaw Nation Kirk Perry, Historic 
Preservation Executive 
Officer 

PO Box 1548 Ada, OK 
74821 

(580) 272-5323 hpo@chickasaw.net 

Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma 

Ian Thompson, Tribal 
Historic Preservation 
Officer 

PO Box 1210 Durant, OK (800) 522-6170, 
ext. 2216 

ithompson@choctawnation.c 
om 

Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma 

Gary Batton, Chief PO Drawer 1210 Durant, 
OK 74702 

(580) 924-8280 gbatton@choctawnation.com 

Jena Band of Choctaw 
Indians 

Alina Shively Tribal 
Historic Preservation 
Officer 

PO Box 14 Jena, LA 71342 (318) 992-1205 ashively@jenachoctaw.org 

Jena Band of Choctaw 
Indians 

B. Cheryl Smith, 
Principal Chief 

PO Box 14 Jena, LA 71342 (318) 992-2717 Chief@jenachoctaw.org 

Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians 

Cyrus Ben, Chief PO Box 6010 Choctaw, MS 
39350 

(601) 656-5251 info@choctaw.org 

Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma 

Leonard Harjo, Principal 
Chief 

P.O. Box 1498 Wewoka, 
OK 74884 

(405) 257-7200 chief.prin@sno-nsn.gov 

Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma 

David Frank, Tribal 
Historic Preservation 
Officer 

P.O. Box 1498 Wewoka, 
OK 74884 

(405) 257-7200 Franks.D@sno-nsn.gov 

Seminole Tribe of Florida Paul N. Backhouse, 
PhD, Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer 

30290 Josie Billie Highway, 
PMB 1004 Clewiston, FL 
33440 

(863) 938-6549, 
ext 12244 

paulbackhouse@semtribe.co 
m 

Seminole Tribe of Florida Marcus Oseola, Jr., 
Chairman 

6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024 

(800) 683-7800 Chairman@semtribe.com 

Cherokee Removal 
National Park (owned by 
the TVA) 

6800 Blyth Ferry Lane 
Birchwood, TN 37308 

423 339 2769 N/A 

Tennessee Valley 
Authority 

Rebecca C. Tolene, 
Federal Preservation 
Officer, Vice President, 
Environment, Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA) 

400 W. Summit Hill Drive, 
WT 11C-K 
Knoxville, TN 37902 

865-632-4433 rctolene@tva.gov 

Tennessee Valley 
Authority 

Clinton E. Jones, 
Deputy Federal 

400 W. Summit Hill Drive, 
WT 11C-K 

865-632-3404 cjones5@tva.gov 
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40SQ9   Pre-contact   Mound    Unknown/not   
(Woodland)   recorded   in   available   

documentation   

40SQ99   Post-contact   Elm Hill School   Stone filled   Unknown/not   
(1866-1932)   (now   Community   privy   recorded   in   available   

Center)   documentation   
40SQ109   Pre-contact   Open habitation   Level   terrace   Recommended   

(undetermined)   and floodplain   not eligible   
40SQ110   Pre-contact   Open habitation   Knoll   Recommended   

(Woodland)   not eligible   

Previous Surveys and Documented Archaeological Sites 
Site 40SQ9 was recorded in 1973 as a prehistoric site with a mound complex dating to the 
Woodland period. At one time, the mound was reported to have been very large, but at the time 
of investigation, it was virtually destroyed by agricultural activity. NRHP recommendations are 
not included in the data research for this site. 

Site 40SQ99 was recorded in 1976 and 1978. Site 40SQ99 is a historic site dating to the 
Appalachian time period (late nineteenth century – early twentieth century). It is a stone filled 
privy located behind Elm Hill School/Community Center. Excavation was recommended prior to 
any road construction in the area. NRHP recommendations are not included in the data research 
for this site. 

Site 40SQ109 was recorded in 2004 by TRC Solutions. This site represents an open habitation 
with unknown prehistoric cultural affiliation characterized by a low-density lithic scatter. Five 
positive shovel tests were excavated at the site that produced a total of eight pieces of lithic 
debitage. Deposits appeared to be shallow extending on average to 25 cmbs. No features were 
noted, and the site was recommended not eligible for NRHP inclusions. 

Site 40SQ110 was recorded in 2004 by TRC Solutions. The site represents an open habitation 
containing Late Woodland Hamilton component (ca. 1500-1000 B.P.) based on the recovery of a 
Hamilton Incurvate projectile point, from a shovel test excavated at the site. As a whole, artifact 
content at the site was characterized by a low- density lithic scatter. Three positive shovel tests 
were excavated at the site that produced a total of seven pieces of lithic debitage in addition to 
the Hamilton Incurvate arrow point. Deposits appeared to be shallow extending on average to 25 
cmbs. No features were noted, and the site was recommended not eligible for NRHP inclusion. 

Phase 1 Archaeological Survey 
Environmental Research Group, LLC (ERG) of Baltimore, Maryland has performed a Phase I 
archaeological survey to locate all archaeological sites, pre-contact, contact, and post-contact that 
may be located within the project area. This survey was conducted between July 26 and August 
11, 2021. Fieldwork was conducted according to Tennessee SHPO Standards and Guidelines for 
Archaeological Resource Management Studies (TDEC 2018). The Phase I archaeological survey 
methods employed during this investigation primarily involved the excavation of shovel tests on 
a 30-m grid within designated survey areas. ERG also employed visual surface inspections in 
areas of good surface visibility (greater than 25 percent soil exposure), and in areas suspected to 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
  

Appendix A: Maps and Photographs of the Project Area 





 
      Figure 1 Overview of APE looking west. 



 
      Figure 2 Overview of APE looking north. 



 
      Figure 3 Overview of APE looking south. 



 
      Figure 4 Overview of APE looking southwest. 



 
      Figure 5 Overview of APE looking north. 



 
      Figure 6 Overview of APE looking northeast. 



 
      Figure 7 Overview of APE looking northeast. 



 
      Figure 8 Overview of APE looking west. 



 
      Figure 9 Overview of APE looking southwest. 



 
      Figure 10 Overview of APE looking east. 



 
      Figure 11 Overview of APE looking northwest. 



 
      Figure 12 Overview of APE looking west. 



 
      Figure 13 Overview of APE looking northwest. 



 
               Figure 14 Overview of APE looking northeast, toward SR 60, the Hiwassee Highway (note tractor trailer in the background). 



 
           Figure 15 View from the Hiwassee Bridge looking southwest into the project area. 



 
      Figure 16 338 Burton Lane, looking east. 



 
      Figure 17 341 Burton Lane, facing west. 



 
      

 

 
            

Figure 18 182 Shahan Lane, facing south. 

Figure 19 Single extant headstone leaning against a tree in the Old Browder Cemetery. 



 
         Figure 20 Project Area, outlined in red, Area of Potential Effect, shaded in blue. 



 
      

Meigs County - Parcel: 064    003.00

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, Intermap, INCREMENT P, NRCan,
Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri Korea, Esri (Thailand),
NGCC, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
TN Comptroller - OLG

Date: June 2, 2021 
County: Meigs
Owner: VITAL-BLYTHE FERRY
Address: STATE HWY 60
Parcel Number: 064    003.00
Deeded Acreage: 270
Calculated Acreage: 0
Date of Imagery: 2018

 
The property lines are compiled from information maintained by your local county Assessor’s

office but are not conclusive evidence of property ownership in any court of law.

Figure 21 Project Area, situated in Meigs County, Tennessee, north of Chattanooga. 



 
           

Meigs County - Parcel: 064    003.00

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, Intermap, INCREMENT P, NRCan,
Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri Korea, Esri (Thailand),
NGCC, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
TN Comptroller - OLG
State of Tennessee, Comptroller of the Treasury, Office of Local Government

Date: November 11, 2020 
County: Meigs
Owner: VITAL-BLYTHE FERRY
Address: STATE HWY 60
Parcel Number: 064    003.00
Deeded Acreage: 270
Calculated Acreage: 0
Date of Imagery: 2018

 
The property lines are compiled from information maintained by your local county Assessor’s

office but are not conclusive evidence of property ownership in any court of law.

Figure 22 Site in Meigs County, located just south of the Hiawassee Highway-Tennessee River intersection. 



 

              
    

 

Figure 23 Project Area with Old Browder Cemetery identified. Note Blythe Ferry Road to the north, the approximate former 
location of the Blythe Ferry. 



Appendix C: Maps and Photographs of the Project Area 





 
                Figure 1 Looking west, an overview of the only building on the parcel, a home built in 2002, belonging to the seller 



 
              Figure 2 Overview looking northwest, roofs of 442 and 409 Boston Town Road visible in the distance. 


