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Subject: Spring Hill Acquisition EA Scoping Notification 

 

Dear Valued Stakeholder: 

 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is proposing to acquire a former residential treatment center, 
located at 14191 Turner Loop in Spring Hill, FL to be operated as a residential treatment center by the James 
A. Haley Veterans Hospital (JAHVH). The acquisition includes the 40-acre parcel of land where the facility is 
located. As part of the decision-making process, VA will undertake activities to comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) by preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA). VA is seeking input on 
issues to be addressed during the NEPA process, including environmental concerns. 

VA invites your input to the NEPA process. Please see the attached scoping notice for information on 

the proposed project and how to submit any comments or input on alternatives and issues VA 

should analyze in the EA. 

Respectfully, Jason Sturm 

Environmental Engineer 
 

 

EXTERNAL MESSAGE 

This email originated outside of DEP. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or 

responding to this email. 



 

  

 

 
February 5, 2024 

 

Kathryn Domm 

Director, Environmental Program Office 

Office of Construction and Facilities Management 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

Washington DC 20420 

Jason Sturm 

Environmental Engineer 

Office of Construction and Facilities Management 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

Washington DC 20420 

 

 
RE: “Spring Hill Residential Treatment Center EA” 

14191 Turner Loop in Spring Hill, FL  Longitude: -82.590, Latitude: 28.413, Parcel: 10-24-17-0000-00100-0000 

 

Dear Ms. Domm and Mr. Sturm: 

Pasco County has received the EA (Environmental Assessment) review request dated January 25, 2024 regarding the 

above-referenced site location. Based on the review of Pasco Mapper, there are four listed historic sites located 

within Pasco County in proximity of a mile of the subject site. 

 

The County would like to confirm its participation as a consulting party. Currently, we have been able to identify four 

archaeological sites within a mile from the site. PA01434 – 17135 Akins Drive, PA 01435 – Hungry Duck, PA01436 

– Long Road, PA 01437 – Triangle Dock, PA01438 – Old Kid, PA01439 – Monkey See, which are ineligible for the 

National Register. 

 

The County requests copies of all documents and submissions made to the SHPO and to be notified of developments 

in historic review process. We would also like to provide additional comment on the identification of historic 

properties in the designated area of potential effects (“APE”) if more are found in the near future, as well as, provide 

input on any potential effects to historic properties, and the resolution of any adverse effects. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any further questions. 

 
Best regards, 

Jenny De Granda 
Jenny De Granda, Planner II 

Planning and Development Department Long 

Range Planning 
P 727-847-8140, Ext. 7547 



 

  

 
Attachments: 2 

 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT – LONG RANGE PLANNING DIVISION 

727.847.8140 I West Pasco Government Center I 8731 Citizens Drive, Suite 360 I New Port Richey, FL 34654 



 

  

Florida Master Site File 
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Created: 2/1/2024 

 

SiteID Type Site Name Address Additional Info SHPO Eval NR Status 

PA01434 SS 17135 Akins Drive 17135 Akins DR, Spring Hill 1952 Masonry Vernacular Not Eligible  

PA01435 AR Hungry Duck Spring Hill  Not Eligible  

PA01436 AR Long Road Spring Hill  Not Eligible  

PA01437 AR Triangle Dock Spring Hill  Not Eligible  

PA01438 AR Old Kid Spring Hill  Not Eligible  

PA01439 AR Monkey See Spring Hill  Not Eligible  
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Source: Esri, Maxar, Earthstar Geographics, and the GIS User Community 







 

  

 

 
Date: 4/29/2024 
 
From: Jason Sturm, Environmental Engineer 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
Office of Construction & Facilities Management, Environmental Programs Office 
 
To: CFM-Environmental project review file 

Subject: Acquisition of former Operation PAR residential treatment center 
Spring Hill, FL 
 
Endangered Species Act Section 7: Determination of No Effect 
 

1. We have determined the proposed project would have no effect on species named in the Official 
Species List for this site, obtained from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on 4/29/2024. 

 
2. Species-specific information is summarized as follows: 

 

Species 
Habitat Requirements and Effects 
Analysis 

Finding 

Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis 
subflavus) 
No designated critical habitat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
See attached biological survey report. 

 

Eastern black rail (Laterallus 
jamaicensis ssp. jamaicensis) 
 
No designated critical habitat 

 
No effect 

Everglade Snail Kite (Rostrhamus 
plumbeus) 
 
Outside designated critical habitat 

 
No effect 

Whooping Crance (Grus americana) 
 
No designated critical habitat 

 
No effect 

Wood Stork (Mycteria americana) 
 
No designated critical habitat 

 
No effect 

Eastern Indigo Snake (Drymarchon 
couperi) 
 
No designated critical habitat 

 
No effect 

Loggerhead Sea Turtle (Caretta 
caretta) 
 
Outside designated critical habitat 

 
No effect 

Monarch Butterfly (Danaus Plexippus) 

No designated critical habitat 

 
No effect 

 
Attachments: 
FWS Official Species List April 29, 2024 
Biological Survey Report 
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We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages Federal 

agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project planning to 

further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of this letter with 

any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit to our office. 

Attachment(s): 

▪ Official Species List 

▪ USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries 

▪ Bald & Golden Eagles 

▪ Migratory Birds 

▪ Wetlands 

 

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST 
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the requirement 

for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether any species which 

is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed action". 

This species list is provided by: 

Florida Ecological Services Field Office 

777 37th St Suite D-

101 

Vero Beach, FL 32960-3559 

(352) 448-9151 
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Executive Summary 
Environmental Research Group, LLC (ERG) performed background research and conducted a survey to determine 

if species listed under the Endangered Species Act (16 United States Code 1531 et seq.) and Florida State Code, 

Rules, and Regulations (Chapter 68A-27 Rules Relating to Endangered or Threatened Species) could occur at one 

parcel of land under consideration by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). The intended acquisition 

includes approximately 40 acres of land along with approximately 6 acres of existing development at 14191 

Turner Loop, Spring Hill, Florida. 

The Site is located within a wooded and residential area with multiple small water bodies in Spring Hill, Florida. 

The Site is west of Turner Road, and north of Oldenburg Drive on one 40-acre parcel. The Site features an 11,000 

square foot building, trees, driveway, parking lot, pole-mounted transformers, and a pond. The Site is adjacent 

to the residential properties in the north, east, and wooded areas to the south and west. The Site is anticipated 

to consist of a residential treatment center and utilize the existing 11,000 square foot building (built in 2010) that 

resides on the property. 

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation website was 

used to generate a list of federally listed species in the area (USFWS 2023). Florida Natural Areas Inventory was 

used to generate a list of state-listed species within Pasco County where the Site is located (Florida Natural Areas 

Inventory 2023). The county list identified 35 state-listed species that could occur in Pasco County, seven of 

which are also federally listed species. A survey was performed to assess whether the appropriate habitat exists 

on site for these species and to record observations of these species, if present. 

It is our conclusion that the parcel at 14191 Turner Loop includes potential habitat for four of the seven federally 

listed species and 17 of the 35 state-listed species. These habitats—woodland, forested wetland, and wetlands—

mostly occur in the southern portion of the subject property. Three state-listed species were observed during 

biological surveys. For two of these, there are not visible differences between state- listed resident subspecies and 

migratory subspecies that are not listed, but guidance from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission dictates that any individuals observed when both populations could be present must be assumed to 

belong to populations of state-listed subspecies. As no development will occur, a no effect determination for 

listed species is made. If construction on site becomes necessary in the future, additional analysis and 

consultation may be necessary. The table below summarizes our conclusions. 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State Status 
Determination of 

Effect 

Scott’s seaside 
sparrow 

Ammospiza maritima 
peninsulae 

Not listed Threatened No effect 

Florida sandhill crane 
Antigone canadensis 

pratensis 
Not listed Threatened No effect 

Florida burrowing 
owl 

Athene cunicularia 
floridana 

Not listed Threatened No effect 

Marian’s marsh wren 
Cistothorus palustris 

marianae 
Not listed Threatened No effect 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State Status 
Determination of 

Effect 

Little blue heron Egretta caerulea Not listed Threatened No effect 

Tricolored heron Egretta tricolor Not listed Threatened No effect 

Southeastern 
American kestrel 

Falco sparverius paulus Not listed Threatened No effect 

 
Whooping crane 

 
Grus americana 

Experimental 
population, 

non- 
essential 

Experimental 
population, 

non- 
essential 

 
No effect 

American 
oystercatcher 

Haematopus palliatus Not listed Threatened No effect 

Eastern black rail 
Laterallus jamaicensis 

jamaicensis 
Threatened Not listed No effect 

Wood stork Mycteria americana Threatened Threatened No effect 

Everglade snail kite 
Rostrhamus sociabilis 

plumbeus 
Endangered Endangered No effect 

Least tern Sternula antillarum Not listed Threatened No effect 

Loggerhead sea 
turtle 

Caretta caretta Threatened Threatened No effect 

Eastern indigo snake Drymarchon couperi Threatened Threatened No effect 

Gopher tortoise Gopherus polyphemus Not listed Threatened No effect 

Short-tailed snake 
Lampropeltis 

extenuata 
Proposed 
Threatened 

Threatened No effect 

Florida pine snake 
Pituophis 

melanoleucus mugitus 
Not listed Threatened No effect 

Monarch butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate Not listed No effect 

Auricled spleenwort Asplenium erosum Not listed Endangered No effect 

Hammock fern 
Blechnum occidentale 

var. minor 
Not listed Endangered No effect 

Many-flowered 
grass-pink 

Calopogon multiflorus Not listed Threatened No effect 

Chapman’s sedge Carex chapmannii Not listed Threatened No effect 

Sand butterfly pea Centrosema arenicola Not listed Endangered No effect 

Hand fern Cheiroglossa palmata Not listed Endangered No effect 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State Status 
Determination of 

Effect 

Piedmont jointgrass 
Coelorachis 
tuberculosa 

Not listed Threatened No effect 

Tampa vervain Glandularia tampensis Not listed Endangered No effect 

Pondspice Litsea aestivalis Not listed Endangered No effect 

Pygmy pipes 
Monotropsis 
reynoldsiae 

Not listed Endangered No effect 

Narrowleaf naiad Najas filifolia 
Under 
review 

Threatened No effect 

Celestial lily Nemastylis floridana Not listed Endangered No effect 

Britton’s beargrass Nolina brittoniana Endangered Endangered No effect 

Widespread 
polypody 

Pecluma dispersa Not listed Endangered No effect 

Plume polypody Pecluma plumula Not listed Endangered No effect 

Comb polypody 
Pecluma ptilota var. 

bourgeauana 
Not listed Endangered No effect 







Endangered Species Act Biological Survey, Pasco 
County, FL 

February 
2024 

1 

 

 

 
1 Introduction 

Environmental Research Group, LLC (ERG) is providing natural resources technical support to the U.S. 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) through ISI Professional Services, subcontract VA101F16D0030-ERG, Task 

Number 005. ERG has been contracted to determine if species listed under the Endangered Species Act (16 

United States Code 1531 et seq.) and Florida State Code, Rules, and Regulations (Chapter 68A-27 Rules Relating 

to Endangered or Threatened Species) could occur at the Site. 

1.1 Project Description 
The Site is anticipated to consist of a residential treatment center and utilize the existing 11,000 square foot 

building (built in 2010) that resides on the property. No additional development is analyzed within this report. 

The Site is located at 14191 Turner Loop, Spring Hill, Florida. 

2 Existing Conditions 
The Site is located within a wooded and residential area with multiple small water bodies in Spring Hill, Florida 

(Figure 1). The Site is west of Turner Road and north of Oldenburg Drive on one 40-acre parcel. The Site features 

a 11,000 square foot building, trees, driveway, parking lot, pole-mounted transformers, and a pond. The Site is 

adjacent to residential properties in the north and east, and wooded areas to the south and west. 

This 40-acre parcel includes approximately 6 acres that have been developed and 34 acres that are undeveloped 

with some natural slopes and a freshwater pond in the northeast corner, approximately half of which falls within 

the property boundary. Topography varies from low wetlands around the pond to wooded uplands on the 

remainder of the Site, with a small grassy depression at the western edge of the south property boundary. Over 

half of the site is dominated by a few types of upland pine-oak scrubby flatwoods and sandhill communities. 

Sand live oak (Quercus geminata), sand pine (Pinus clausa), longleaf pine (Pinus palustris), and American turkey 

oak (Quercus laevis) are present throughout and vary in dominance. Saw palmetto (Serenoa repens) is present 

throughout the upland communities, but not dominant. Most of the wooded communities had open understory, 

composed primarily of saplings. The southeast corner along the southern property boundary is xeric hammock 

(approx. 3 acres), primarily made up of sand pine and sand live oak with some longleaf pine. Moving north 

through the western half of the site, longleaf pine increases in dominance, with sand live oak present and 

sometimes abundant but often shorter than in the xeric oak habitat. Turkey oak saplings are common 

throughout this area, with some larger trees. Southern magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora) saplings are present but 

not abundant, with no mature trees observed. Spanish moss (Tillandsia usneoides) is present throughout 

uplands. 

Both native and non-native, invasive plant species were observed at the parcel. Herbaceous species observed in 

open areas included climbing hempweed (Mikania scandens), little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), 

dogfennel (Eupatorium capillifolium), reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea), southern wax myrtle (Morella 

cerifera), torpedo grass (Panicum repens), black sedge (Schoenus nigricans), and pricklypear (Opuntia humifusa). 

Dominant shrubs included American beautyberry (Callicarpa americana). 

Wildlife observed at the site included many species commonly found in upland wooded areas, and around 

freshwater ponds. Southern fox squirrels (Sciurus niger niger) were present throughout the Site. Wild turkey and 

several species of woodpecker were observed frequently in wooded areas. In total, 37 bird 
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species were recorded, all of which are native and protected under the MBTA. A complete list of wildlife species 

observed at the site is included in Appendix B. 

An area of the Site was designated as a gopher tortoise sanctuary as communicated by the property owner but 

is not an authorized recipient site by FWC and there are no active gopher tortoise permits for the Site. 

3 Methodology 
ERG used the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) website 

to help determine if any listed species or critical habitat might be present in the Site. Likewise, using the Florida 

Natural Areas Inventory, a state-listed species report was generated for Pasco County. Based on the information 

in the IPaC and County reports, ERG biologists performed background research on the potential listed species. A 

site survey was conducted 07 – 09 November 2023 to determine the site conditions and whether habitat was 

present that could support the listed species. 

Surveys began at or before 0830 when faunal species are most active. The weather at the time of surveys was 

clear, and temperatures at the start were 66.2⁰F. The site was divided into four 10-acre quadrants where 

biologists spent a minimum of 20 minutes per quadrant observing and recording species within each quadrant. 

Binoculars were used for observations. 

4 Results 
Based on the IPaC Report generated 03 October 2023, there are seven Federally listed species with potential to 

occur, no critical habitats, and no USFWS National Wildlife Refuge lands or fish hatcheries at the Site. Mapping 

from the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) indicates that there are two wetland types within the Site. One 

Freshwater Pond (PUBH) and one Freshwater Emergent Wetland (PEM1F) have been identified at the Site. A 

wetlands technical report has been generated under a separate task. 

Based on the Florida Natural Areas Inventory for Pasco County, there are 35 state-listed species with a potential 

to occur. Seven of the 35 state-listed species are also federally listed. ERG determined that due to the habitats 

present, marine species could be eliminated from consideration. 

Three state-listed species were observed during biological surveys. For two of these, there are not visible 

differences between state-listed resident subspecies and migratory subspecies that are not listed, and guidance 

from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) dictates that any individuals observed when 

both populations could be present must be assumed to belong to populations of state- listed subspecies. 

Additionally, potential habitat for some species was observed and is described below for each species. No effect 

determinations summarized in the following table are based on use of the existing site structures in a manner 

similar to their current and historical use, without additional development or disturbance of undeveloped areas 

within the Site. Recommendations regarding surrounding land use are included for observed species and those 

for whom suitable habitat was observed. The following gives a summary for the listed species that may possibly 

occur within the Site. 

A determination of potential effects of the proposed action (use of the existing structure as a residential 

treatment facility) on each of the protected species identified is provided based on the following criteria: 
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• No effect: There will be no effects, positive or negative, to listed or proposed resources as a 

result of the action. Generally, this means no listed resources will be exposed to action and its 

environmental consequences. 

• May affect, but not likely to adversely affect: All effects are beneficial, insignificant, or 
discountable. Beneficial effects have contemporaneous positive effects without any adverse 
effects on the species or habitat. Insignificant effects relate to the size of the effect and include 
those effects that are undetectable, not measurable, or cannot be evaluated. Discountable 
effects are those extremely unlikely to occur. 

• May affect and is likely to adversely affect: Listed resources are likely to be exposed to the 
action or its environmental consequences and will respond in a negative manner to the 
exposure. The ESA requires the federal action agency request initiation of formal consultation 
with the USFWS when this determination is made. 

Table 1. Federally listed species with the potential to occur at the Site and state-listed species with the potential to 
occur in Pasco County, FL. 
 

Common 
Name 

Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State Status 
Habitat 
Presence 

Observed 
Determination 

of Effect 
Birds 

Scott’s 
seaside 
sparrow 

Ammospiza maritima 
peninsulae Not listed Threatened No No No effect 

Florida sandhill 
crane 

Antigone canadensis 
pratensis Not listed Threatened Yes Yes No effect 

Florida 
burrowing owl 

Athene cunicularia 
floridana 

Not listed Threatened Yes No No effect 

Marian’s 
marsh wren 

Cistothorus 
palustris marianae 

Not listed Threatened No No No effect 

Little blue 
heron 

Egretta caerulea Not listed Threatened Yes Yes No effect 

Tricolored 
heron 

Egretta tricolor Not listed Threatened Yes No No effect 

Southeastern 
American 

kestrel 

Falco sparverius 
paulus 

Not listed Threatened Yes Yes No effect 

Whooping crane 
Grus americana 

Experimental 
population, 
non-essential 

Experimental 
population, 
non-essential 

No No No effect 

American 
oystercatcher 

Haematopus 
palliatus 

Not listed Threatened No No No effect 

Eastern black 
rail 

Laterallus 
jamaicensis 
jamaicensis 

Threatened Not listed No No No effect 

Wood stork 
Mycteria 
americana 

Threatened Threatened Yes No No effect 
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Common 
Name 

Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State Status 
Habitat 
Presence 

Observed 
Determination 

of Effect 

Everglade snail 
kite 

Rostrhamus sociabilis 
plumbeus Endangered Endangered Yes No No effect 

Least tern 
Sternula 
antillarum 

Not listed Threatened No No No effect 

Reptiles 

Loggerhead 
sea turtle 

Caretta caretta Threatened Threatened No N/A No effect 

Eastern indigo 
snake 

Drymarchon 
couperi 

Threatened Threatened Yes No No effect 

Gopher 
tortoise 

Gopherus 
polyphemus 

Not listed Threatened Yes No No effect 

Short-tailed 
snake 

Lampropeltis 
extenuata 

Proposed 
Threatened 

Threatened Yes No No effect 

Florida pine 
snake 

Pituophis 
melanoleucus 
mugitus 

Not listed Threatened Yes No No effect 

Insects 

Monarch 
butterfly 

Danaus plexippus Candidate Not listed Yes No No effect 

Plants and Lichen 

Auricled 
spleenwort 

Asplenium erosum Not listed Endangered No No No effect 

Hammock 
fern 

Blechnum 
occidentale var. 

minor 
Not listed Endangered No No No effect 

Many- 
flowered 

grass-pink 

Calopogon 
multiflorus 

Not listed Threatened No No No effect 

Chapman’s 
sedge 

Carex chapmannii Not listed Threatened No No No effect 

Sand butterfly 
pea 

Centrosema 
arenicola 

Not listed Endangered Yes No No effect 

Hand fern 
Cheiroglossa 

palmata 
Not listed Endangered No No No effect 

Piedmont 
jointgrass 

Coelorachis 
tuberculosa 

Not listed Threatened Yes No No effect 

Tampa 
vervain 

Glandularia 
tampensis 

Not listed Endangered Yes No No effect 

Pondspice Litsea aestivalis Not listed Endangered Yes No No effect 

Pygmy pipes 
Monotropsis 
reynoldsiae 

Not listed Endangered Yes No No effect 

Narrowleaf 
naiad 

Najas filifolia Under review Threatened Yes No No effect 
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Common 
Name 

Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State Status 
Habitat 
Presence 

Observed 
Determination 

of Effect 

Celestial lily 
Nemastylis 
floridana 

Not listed Endangered No No No effect 

Britton’s 
beargrass 

Nolina brittoniana Endangered Endangered No No No effect 

Widespread 
polypody 

Pecluma dispersa Not listed Endangered No No No effect 

Plume 
polypody 

Pecluma plumula Not listed Endangered No No No effect 

Comb 
polypody 

Pecluma ptilota 
var. bourgeauana 

Not listed Endangered No No No effect 

 
The following gives a summary of the listed species that may possibly occur within the parcel. 

4.1 Scott’s seaside sparrow (Ammospiza maritima peninsulae) 
The Scott’s seaside sparrow is state listed as threatened. This species is found primarily in tidal marshes from 

Pasco County to Dixie County. Suitable nesting habitat for this species includes marshes with fallencordgrass and 

black needlerush. As this site is located inland, suitable habitat for this species is not present and a no effect 

conclusion is made. 

4.2 Florida sandhill crane (Antigone canadensis pratensis) 
The Florida sandhill crane is state listed as threatened. This species is found throughout most of peninsular Florida 

where there is suitable habitat. This species inhabits prairies, freshwater marshes, and pasture lands. Human-

made areas such as crop fields, golf courses, and open lawns are also commonly used by this species. Florida 

sandhill cranes were observed at the site during the survey. While the site is known to be utilized by this species, 

development will not occur and a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.3 Florida burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia floridana) 
The Florida burrowing owl is state listed as threatened. The habitat of this species includes open prairies that 

have very little understory vegetation. Golf courses, airports, pastures, agriculture fields, and vacant lots are all 

potential habitat for this species. Florida burrowing owls will sometimes use gopher tortoise burrows. There is 

limited suitable habitat within the site for this species. As development will not occur, a no effect conclusion is 

made. 

4.4 Marian’s marsh wren (Cistothorus palustris marianae) 
The Marian’s marsh wren is state listed as threatened. This species is found and breeds in marshes in Pasco 

County. Suitable habitat for this species includes tidal marshes dominated by black needlerush along the Gulf 

Coast. As this site is located inland, suitable habitat for this species is not present and a no effect conclusion is 

made. 

4.5 Little blue heron (Egreta caerulea) 
The little blue heron is state listed as threatened. This species utilizes a variety of aquatic habitats throughout 

Florida. They form rookeries, which are threatened by habitat degradation of marshes and swamps. Little blue 

herons have a variable diet that includes crabs, fish, lizards, turtles, and spiders 
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(Audubon 2019). The little blue heron was observed at the site during the survey. While the site is known to be 

utilized by this species, development will not occur and a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.6 Tricolored heron (Egretta tricolor) 
The tricolored heron is state listed as threatened. This coastal heron prefers shallow marshes, shorelines, and 

coastal lagoons. These herons primarily eat killifish (Fundulus sp.), as well as frogs, shrimp, snails, and insects 

(FWC 2019c). As pond and wetland features occur at the site, suitable habitat for this species is present. As 

development will not occur, a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.7 Southeastern American kestrel (Falco sparverius paulus) 
The American kestrel is migratory and can be found throughout Florida in winter, but the state-threatened 

Southeastern American kestrel (a subspecies) is non-migratory and is most commonly found in peninsular Florida. 

Suitable habitat for this species includes open pine habitat, woodland edges, prairies, and pastures. Nesting sites 

include tall dead trees or utility poles. Surveys conducted from April to August (when migratory American 

kestrels are not present) should restrict observations to the Southeastern American kestrel. Surveys conducted 

outside of this window assume any observed kestrels are the Southeastern subspecies. One individual was 

observed hunting in the northeast portion of the property. While the site is known to be utilized by this species, 

development will not occur and a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.8 Whooping crane (Grus americana) 
Whooping cranes in Pasco County, Florida are classified as a non-essential experimental population. The only 

natural nesting population is located in Wood Buffalo National Park in Canada, however, migratory whooping 

cranes winter in Florida. The population that inhabits Florida year-round is non-migratory and was introduces 

by FWC in 1993. Suitable habitat for this species is limited to shallow marshes and open grasslands. While there 

is aquatic habitat at the site, there is no marsh present with limited open grasslands. As such, suitable habitat 

for this species is not present and a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.9 American oystercatcher (Haematopus palliatus) 
The American oystercatcher is state listed as threatened. This species is found only in coastal areas most 

commonly along the Gulf Coast of Florida. Suitable habitat for this species includes large areas of beach, sandbar, 

mud flats, and shellfish beds. Nesting requires large expanses sparsely vegetated, sandy areas. As such, suitable 

habitat for this species is not present and a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.10 Eastern black rail (Laterallus jamaicensis jamaicensis) 
The Eastern black rail is federally listed as threatened by the USFWS. This species is found in salt, brackish, and 

freshwater marsh habitats that can be tidally or non-tidally influenced. They require dense vegetation that 

provides cover and room for movement beneath the canopy. Vegetation height is a very important habitat 

characteristic (USFWS 2023). No marsh habitat is present at the site. As such, suitable habitat for this species is 

not present and a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.11 Wood stork (Mycteria americana) 
The wood stork is federally listed as threatened by the USFWS. This species inhabits freshwater and marine-

estuarine ecosystems and is increasingly known to nest in human-impacted areas such as artificially impounded 

waters (FWC 2019a). Suitable habitat for this species is present at the site. As development will not occur, a no 

effect conclusion is made. 
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4.12 Everglade snail kite (Rostrhamus sociablilis plumbeus) 

The Everglade snail kite is federally listed as endangered by the USFWS. The habitat of this species includes shallow 

freshwater marshes and shallow grassy shorelines of lakes. Their main source of food are apple snails. USFWS 

lists Pasco County as an area where the Everglade snail kite is known to or is believed to occur, though it is not 

included in FWC’s distribution map for the species. However, confirmed observations of the species from eBird 

do include this part of Pasco County. Suitable habitat for this species is present at the site. As development will 

not occur, a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.13 Least tern (Sternula antillarum) 
The least tern is state listed as threatened. This species found throughout coastal Florida, the Keys, and some 

inland locations. They inhabit beaches, lagoons, bays, and estuaries. Artificial nesting areas such as gravel 

rooftops, dredged material deposits, and construction areas are also becoming commonly used by this species. 

As this site is inland, suitable habitat for this species is not present and a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.14 Eastern indigo snake (Drymarchon couperi) 
The Eastern indigo snake is federally listed as threatened by the USFWS. The habitat of this species includes pine 

flatwoods, hardwood forests, moist hammocks, and areas around cypress swamps. They can be found throughout 

Florida. The site includes suitable habitat, such as xeric hammock and pine flatwoods, and in central Florida the 

species in known to use gopher tortoise burrows when available, which were present at the site. As development 

will not occur, a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.15 Gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) 
The gopher tortoise is state listed as threatened. Their preferred habitat is well-drained sandy soils in longleaf 

pine sandhills, xeric oak hammocks, scrub, pine flatwoods, dry prairies, and coastal dunes. They spend much of 

their lives in their burrows, which require well-drained sandy soils. They can also be found in areas with human 

disturbance like urban areas and pastures. Their diet consists of low-growing plants. No individuals of the species 

were observed, however fourteen burrows were observed throughout the property. As development will not 

occur, a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.16 Short-tailed snake (Lampropeltis extenuata) 
The short-tailed snake has been proposed as threatened by the USFWS and is state listed as threatened by FWC. 

This species is found in north-central peninsular Florida. The ideal habitat for this species is dry upland habitats 

within sandhill areas, xeric hammocks, and sand pine scrub. It lives primarily underground and is rarely seen above 

ground. Little is known of the behavior and ecology of this species. The site includes suitable habitat, such as 

xeric hammock and longleaf pine-turkey oak in well-drained, sandy soils. As development will not occur, a no 

effect conclusion is made. 

4.17 Florida Pine snake (Pituophis melanoleucus mugitus) 
The Florida pine snake is state listed as threatened. The species lives in areas that have well-drained sandy soils 

and a moderate to open tree canopy. Their diet includes small mammals, lizards, and other snakes and their 

eggs. The site includes suitable habitat, such as xeric hammock and longleaf pine-turkey oak in well-drained, 

sandy soils. As development will not occur, a no effect conclusion is made. 
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4.18 Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) 

The monarch butterfly is federally listed as a candidate species by the USFWS. Monarchs depend on their obligate 

host plant, milkweed, to lay their eggs. Monarchs primarily occur in a variety of habitats that provide flowering 

plants, such as prairies, meadows, grasslands, and along roadsides. While no milkweed was observed at the site, 

suitable habitat exists for feeding. As development will not occur, a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.19 Auricled spleenwort (Asplenium erosum) 
The auricled spleenwort is state listed as endangered. This species is an epiphyte that grows on tree trunks and 

logs in swamps and hammocks. No swamps or moist hammocks were present, and thus this species would not 

likely occur at the site. As such, a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.20 Hammock fern (Blechnum occidentale var. minor) 
Hammock fern is state listed as endangered. This species requires rocky, moist hammocks and is commonly 

found around sinkholes. No moist hammocks or sinkholes are present, and thus this species would not likely 

occur at the site. As such, a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.21 Many-flowered grass-pink (Calopogon multiflorus) 
The many-flowered grass-pink is state listed as threatened. This species in endemic to the southeastern coastal 

plain in Florida where it occupies dry to moist flatwoods with longleaf pine, wiregrass, and saw palmetto. Fire is 

required by this species to maintain open habitat and stimulate flowering. As currently managed, no suitable 

habitat exists at the site for this species. As such, a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.22 Chapman’s sedge (Carex chapmanii) 
Chapman’s sedge is state listed as threatened. Through much of its range, this species is associated with well-

drained hammock woodlands and sandy hammocks within beech-magnolia and oak-pine forest. In Florida, 

Chapman’s sedge is found in hydric hammocks and bottomland forests, usually on wooded stream banks and in 

river floodplains. As such, suitable habitat for this species is not present and a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.23 Sand butterfly pea (Centrosema arenicola) 
The sand butterfly pea is state listed as endangered. This species inhabits open areas in slash pine-turkey oak 

sandhill, scrubby flatwoods, and dry upland woods and has been documented in Pasco County. Suitable habitat 

is present in parts of the site. As development will not occur, a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.24 Hand fern (Cheiroglossa palmata) 
Hand fern is state listed as endangered. This is an epiphytic species that grow on leaf bases of cabbage palm 

(Sabal palmetto) in moist hommocks. As such, suitable habitat for this species is not present and a no effect 

conclusion is made. 

4.25 Piedmont jointgrass (Coelorachis tuberculosa) 
Piedmont jointgrass is state listed as threatened. This species inhabits ephemeral ponds and margins of sandhill 

upland lakes. It grows in soils that are sandy peat or sandy peat-muck. This species is locally abundant in parts of 

Florida, including Pasco County. As development will not occur, a no effect conclusion is made. 
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4.26 Tampa vervain (Glandularia tampensis) 

Tampa vervain is state listed as endangered. This species inhabits sandy coastal hammocks and dunes, clearings, 

well-drained live oak-slash or longleaf pine-saw palmetto flats, and disturbed areas. Very few of these plants 

have been observed, and records exist across only nine counties in Florida, including Pasco. As development will 

not occur, a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.27 Pondspice (Litsea aestivalis) 
Pondspice is state listed as endangered. This species inhabits margins of swamps, limesink ponds, bay heads, 

small ponds, pitcher plant savannas, natural doline ponds and in low wet woodlands that receive frequent fire 

such as sandhill and flatwoods. It grows in wet, sandy, or peaty, and acidic soils. As development will not occur, 

a no effect determination is made. 

4.28 Pygmy pipes (Monotropsis reynoldsiae) 
Pygmy pipes are state listed as endangered. This species inhabits upland hardwood forests, hammocks, sand 

pine, and oak scrub. While only ten populations are known in Florida, and most are on managed conservation 

lands, suitable habitat exists at the site for this species. As development will not occur, a no effect determination 

is made. 

4.29 Narrowleaf naiad (Najas filifolia) 
Narrowleaf naiad is state listed as threatened. This species is a submerged, vascular plant that prefers freshwater 

with depths less than 2 meters. Ponds are present at the property. As development will not occur, a no effect 

determination is made. 

4.30 Celestial lily (Nemastylis floridana) 
Celestial lily is state listed as endangered. This species inhabits wet flatwoods, prairies, marshes, and cabbage 

palm hammock edges. It requires frequent burning and is only found in 15 managed areas in Florida. Suitable 

habitat for this species is not present and a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.31 Britton’s bear-grass (Nolina brittonina) 
Britton’s bear grass is state listed as endangered. This species inhabits sandhill habitats and is dependent on fire 

for habitat maintenance. It grows in deep, fine-textured, well-drained sands of sand pine- evergreen oak scrub 

or longleaf pine-turkey oak sandhill. As the site is currently managed, suitable habitat for this species is not 

currently present and a no effect conclusion is made. 

4.32 Widespread polypody (Pecluma dispersa) 
Widespread polypody is state listed as endangered. It is typically found on limestone outcrops and occasionally 

as an epiphyte in moist hammocks. As such, suitable habitat for this species is not present and a no effect 

conclusion is made. 

4.33 Plume polypody (Pecluma plumula) 
Plume polypody is state listed as endangered. It is typically found on rocks or as an epiphyte in wet woods, 

riverbanks, hammocks, and limesinks. As such, suitable habitat for this species is not present and a no effect 

conclusion is made. 
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4.34 Comb polypody (Pecluma ptilota var. bourgeauana) 

Comb polypody is state listed as endangered. It is typically found growing terrestrially in moist hammocks, 

swamps, and floodplain forests. Occasionally, this species will grow epiphytically on tree bases or rocks. As such, 

suitable habitat for this species is not present and a no effect conclusion is made. 

5 Results 
There is a total of 35 species listed by the USFWS and/or the State of Florida which were analyzed in this report. 

Three state-listed species were observed during the site survey, Florida sandhill crane, little blue heron, and 

American kestrel (possibly the Southeastern). It is our conclusion that out of the 35 species, habitat is not present 

or conditions not maintained that would support 17 of the species. It is our conclusion that habitat does occur 

which could support the remaining 18 species, including four federal species. As no development will occur, a no 

effect determination for listed species is made. If construction on site becomes necessary in the future, additional 

analysis and consultation may be necessary. 
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Southern fox squirrel 
Sciurus niger niger 
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