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LIST OF ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS REQUIRED 

A.1 REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 

This EA has been prepared under the provisions of, and in accordance with the NEPA, the CEQ 

Regulations Implementing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA, and VA’s regulations for implementing 

NEPA (38 CFR Part 26). In addition, the EA has been prepared as prescribed in VA’s NEPA Interim 

Guidance for Projects (VA 2010). Federal, state, and local laws and regulations specifically applicable to 

this Proposed Action are identified, where appropriate, within this EA, and include: 

• Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972. 

• Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (7 USC 136; 16 USC 1531 et seq.). 

• Energy Independence Security Act Section 438. 

• Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management (24 May 1977). 

• Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands (24 May 1977). 

• Executive Order 12898, Environmental Justice (11 February 1994). 

• Executive Order 13112, Invasive Species (8 February 1999). 

• Executive Order 13834, Efficient Federal Operations (17 May 2018). 

• Farmland Protection Policy Act (7 USC 4201, et seq.) 

• Federal Clean Air Act of 1990 (42 USC 7401 et seq., as amended). 

• Federal Clean Water Act (Federal Water Pollution Control Act) of 1948, as amended (1972, 1977) 

(33 USC 1251 et seq.); Sections 401 and 404. 

• Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA; 16 USC 703-712, 3 July 1918; as amended 1936, 1960, 1968, 

1969, 1974, 1978, 1986, and 1989). 

• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. 

• Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, as amended (25 USC 3001 et seq.). 

• National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended (36 CFR Part 800). 

• Noise Control Act of 1972, Noise Control.  

• Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) Title 12 (Fish, Wildlife, and Parks), Chapter 5 (Resource 

Protection).  

• Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) Title 17 (Environmental Quality), Chapter 8 (Air Quality). 

• Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 17 (Environmental Quality), Chapter 30 (Water Quality). 

• Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 17 (Environmental Quality), Chapter 53 (Hazardous 

Waste). 

• Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 17 (Environmental Quality), Chapter 54 (Hazardous Waste 

Management). 

• Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) Title 17 (Environmental Quality), Chapter 56 

(Underground Storage Tanks Petroleum and Chemical Substances). 
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• Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) Title 17 (Environmental Quality), Chapter 57 

(Aboveground Storage Tanks). 

• Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) Title 17 (Environmental Quality), Chapter 74 (Asbestos 

Control). 

• Montana Code Annotated (MCA) Title 75 (Environmental Protection), Chapter 2 (Air Quality). 

• Montana Code Annotated (MCA) Title 75 (Environmental Protection), Chapter 5 (Water Quality). 

• Montana Code Annotated (MCA) Title 75 (Environmental Protection), Chapter 10 (Waste and Litter 

Control), Part 4 (Hazardous Waste Management). 

• Montana Code Annotated (MCA) Title 75 (Environmental Protection), Chapter 11 (Underground 

Storage Tanks). 

• Montana Code Annotated (MCA) Title 87 (Fish and Wildlife), Chapter 5 (Wildlife Protection). 

• Lewis and Clark County Ordinances (LCCO). 

• Lewis and Clark County Outdoor Air Quality Regulations. 

• Lewis and Clark County Resolution 2019-20. 

• Lewis and Clark County Resolution 2019-21. 

• Lewis and Clark County Zoning Regulations. 

• City Code of Helena, Title 6 (Public Utilities), Chapter 4 (Industrial Wastewater Regulations). 

A.2 ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS REQUIRED 

In addition to the regulatory framework of NEPA, the CEQ Regulations Implementing the Procedural 

Provisions of NEPA, VA’s NEPA regulations (38 CFR Part 26), and VA’s NEPA Interim Guidance for 

Projects, the following federal, state, and/or local environmental permits that may be required as part of 

this Proposed Action include: 

• MTDEQ administered MPDES permit for construction activities. 

• MTDEQ Air Quality Bureau Asbestos/Demolition Notification. 

• MTDEQ Air Quality Bureau permit (stationary source permit) for air emissions from new emergency 

generators, boilers, and other equipment. 

• MTDEQ registration for new emergency generator and/or CUP ASTs and USTs. 

• Modification of the existing Fort Harrison VAMC MTDEQ Public Water System permit. 
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APPENDIX B – AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE 
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Office of Construction &  Facilities Management  

Washington DC  20420  

March 27, 2023 

Sent via email 

SUBJECT:  Scoping  Notice  for  an  Environmental  Assessment  for  the  Proposed  Seismic 

Upgrade and  Specialty Care  Improvements  Projects, Fort Harrison  VA  

Medical Center, 3687 Veterans Drive, Fort Harrison, Montana  

Dear Valued Stakeholder: 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
to analyze the potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed Seismic Upgrade and 
Specialty Care Improvements projects at the Fort Harrison VA Medical Center (Fort Harrison 
VAMC) located at 3687 Veterans Drive in Fort Harrison, Montana. The Fort Harrison VAMC is 
a 34-bed acute care medical-surgical facility that provides a wide range of inpatient and outpatient 
services to Veterans living in western Montana. The location of the Fort Harrison VAMC campus 
is shown on Figures 1 and 2. Figure 3 provides an aerial photograph of the campus. 

The Fort Harrison VAMC campus is located within a seismically active area, classified as a 
“moderate high” seismic zone. A seismic study of the primary facilities of the VAMC found that 
four buildings at the campus, including the main hospital building (Building 154), Buildings 141, 
150, 154A, and the corridor connecting Buildings 141, 150 and 154, do not meet current seismic 
building code standards. VA is planning the proposed Seismic Upgrade and Specialty Care 
Improvements projects (Proposed Action) to correct seismic deficiencies at the VAMC and to 
remodel the retrofitted facility to accommodate the projected future operational needs of the 
medical center. 
The primary components of the Proposed Action include: 

• Constructing a three-story, approximately 82,600-square-foot (SF) addition on the south 
side of the main hospital building (Building 154). Existing acute inpatient care services 
and associated functions would be relocated to the new space. 

• Structurally retrofitting the administration building (Building 141), dietetics building 
(Building 150), main hospital building (Building 154) and the outpatient building (Building 
154A) to correct seismic building code deficiencies. Retrofitting would include the 
selective demolition of the interiors of the buildings and the installation of the structural 
upgrades and new mechanical systems to the building interiors. Following the completion 
of the upgrades, the building interiors would be redesigned and constructed to meet the 
current and future anticipated operational needs of the buildings. Approximately 221,800 
SF of space would be seismically corrected and renovated. 

• Relocating three off-campus, Helena-area leased VA facilities totally approximately 
21,600 SF into the renovated space. 







 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Fort  Harrison VAMC Location  Map   



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: Topographic Location Map  



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Aerial Photograph  of Fort  Harrison VAMC Campus  
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Figure 4: Primary  Proposed Action  Construction Areas  


























