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Finding of No Significant Impact 
U.S. Department Of Veterans Affairs 

Proposed Construction and Operation of an Outpatient Clinic 
Baton Rouge, LA 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to award a lease to a private entity that would 
construct a new outpatient clinic (OPC) for VA to lease and operate in Baton Rouge, LA (the Proposed 
Action). As required by the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA; 42 U.S. Code § 4321 et seq.), 
VA prepared an environmental assessment (EA) evaluating the Proposed Action. The Final EA was 
completed in December 2025 and is incorporated by reference. 

Purpose and Need 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide outpatient health care services to area Veterans. The 
Proposed Action is needed to provide enhanced and expanded primary care and mental health services 
and add a comprehensive array of specialty care outpatient services to serve Veterans in Baton Rouge and 
the surrounding communities in a modern, state-of-the art facility. The Proposed Action would offer area 
Veterans timely, convenient access to healthcare and mental health services in a facility that provides 
specialty treatment programs and has the current and future capacity to serve an increasing patient 
population. The Proposed Action would address current and future projected healthcare capacity, service 
gaps, and operational inefficiencies identified in the Strategic Capital Investment Planning process and 
enhance VA outpatient services. Two existing VA clinics would be closed under the Proposed Action for 
increased efficiencies.  

Proposed Action 

VA’s Proposed Action is to award a lease to a private entity that would construct an approximately 
122,000-square-foot OPC for VA to lease and operate for up to 20 years in Baton Rouge, LA. The Proposed 
VA OPC would be available to Veterans and service members from all branches of the U.S. Armed Forces 
who meet the criteria for treatment.  

VA is considering 8300-8400 Pecue Lane, Baton Rouge, LA for the proposed OPC lease (Proposed Action). 
The site is unoccupied and comprises approximately 14.79 acres. The Proposed VA OPC would be designed 
and built to VA design criteria and in accordance with local building and zoning codes. The Proposed VA 
OPC would include no more than two floors and would be approximately 36 feet in height. The recently 
constructed Reiger Road would provide main access to the Proposed VA OPC from Pecue Lane to the west. 
Project components in addition to the main OPC building would include pedestrian pathways, entry and 
memorial plazas, gardens, an ambulance pick-up and drop-off area, as well as irrigated landscaping 
throughout the site. The proposed paved parking would allow for up to 600 vehicles in addition to bicycle 
and motorcycle parking to accommodate employees, patients and visitors. An approximately 60,000-
square-foot regional bioretention basin would be constructed east and adjacent to Reiger Road to manage 
stormwater runoff from the parking lot, VA OPC building, and adjacent roadways.   

No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action Alternative, the Proposed Action would not be implemented. VA would continue to 
provide services at its two existing leased clinical locations. The proposed location would not be used by 
VA and could possibly be developed by others consistent with local zoning. This alternative would limit 
VA’s ability to provide needed healthcare services to Veterans in the region. The No Action Alternative 
does not meet the purpose and need. However, analysis of the No Action Alternative provides a 
benchmark for comparing and analyzing the effects of other alternatives. 
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Potential Environmental Effects 

The potential environmental effects associated with implementing the alternatives as analyzed in the Final 
EA are summarized in Table 1. The terms “effects” and “impacts” have the same meaning in this NEPA 
review. 

Resource Potential Effects of Alternatives 1 or 2 

Potential 
Effects of No 
Action  

Aesthetics 

The proposed physical changes would not detract from the 
surrounding aesthetics. Aesthetic impacts during construction 
activities would be temporary and less than significant. Physical 
changes to the Proposed Action site would be consistent with 
existing architecture as well as landscaping. Aesthetic impacts 
would be less than significant. 

No impact 

Air Quality 

Construction activities would have short-term minor impacts 
related to emissions and fugitive dust. Combined construction 
and operation emissions would be substantially below the 
General Conformity maintenance area de minimis threshold. Air 
quality impacts would be less than significant. 

No impact 

Cultural and 
Historic 
Resources 

It is unlikely that the Proposed Action would impact archeological 
resources. The OPC would not impact historic buildings since 
there are no historic buildings in the area of potential effect. On 
November 18, 2025, the Louisiana Office of Cultural 
Development (OCD) provided concurrence with VA’s 
determination that no historic properties listed in or eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places would be 
affected by the Proposed Action. The Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma further provided concurrence with the finding of “no 
historic properties affected” on November 13, 2025, while 
requesting that work be stopped and their office contacted in the 
event that Native American artifacts or human remains are 
encountered. Impacts on cultural and historic resources would be 
less than significant. 

No impact 

Geology and 
Soils 

Ground-disturbing activities would have minimal changes to 
topography. Ground disturbances would be stabilized during 
operation, and all permit requirements would be met. Impacts to 
topography, geology, and soils would be less than significant. 

No impact 
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Resource Potential Effects of Alternatives 1 or 2 

Potential 
Effects of No 
Action  

Hydrology, 
Stormwater, 
and Water 
Quality 

Implementation of measures identified in the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System permit and site-specific Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would minimize 
erosion and sedimentation impacts related to construction 
activity. The SWPPP would contain Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) designed to minimize stormwater pollution. If shallow 
groundwater is encountered during construction, appropriate 
groundwater control and dewatering measures, such as sump 
pumps, wellpoint systems, or deep well systems, would be 
implemented. Onsite stormwater engineering controls to retain 
and manage stormwater flow would be implemented including a 
regional bioretention basin. Construction and operational 
activities would further comply, to the extent practicable, with 
local agencies’ requirements, resulting in less than significant 
impacts to hydrology and downgradient water quality. 

No impact 

Wildlife and 
Habitat 

The Proposed Action site does not contain any critical habitat for 
State- or Federally-listed species. In advance of any proposed 
tree clearing between March 15 to October 15, the private entity 
would be required to conduct a pre-construction clearance 
survey to determine the presence/absence of nesting migratory 
birds protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), and 
coordinate with United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
to determine the potential need for non-disturbance buffers or 
other mitigation. No effects to designated habitat, listed species, 
or migratory birds are anticipated, resulting in less than 
significant impacts to wildlife and habitat. 

No impact 

Noise Construction activities would result in minor short-term noise 
impacts. Long-term operational noise within the area of the 
Proposed Action would be consistent with medical facilities of 
similar sizes. There would be no significant long-term 
operational noise impacts. 

No impact 

Land Use Consultation with the City of St. George Planning and Zoning 
Commission for rezoning to construct and operate the OPC may 
need to occur. Any land use changes would have a less than 
significant impact. 

No impact 

Floodplains, 
Wetlands, and 
Coastal 
Management 

Wetlands and other water resources are not present at the 
proposed site. No Waters of the U.S. are located within the 
boundaries or immediately adjacent to the Proposed Action site. 
The site is not located within a Coastal Zone Management Area 
boundary or Special Flood Hazard Area.  No significant impacts 
to floodplains, wetlands or coastal zones are anticipated. 

No impact 

Socioeconomics There would be short-term beneficial impacts to local 
employment and personal income during construction activities. No impact 
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Resource Potential Effects of Alternatives 1 or 2 

Potential 
Effects of No 
Action  

Community 
Services 

Construction activities are not expected to place additional 
substantial demands on police, fire, emergency services, and 
other community services, resulting in no significant impacts. 

No impact 

Solid Waste 
and Hazardous 
Material 

A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was conducted on the 
proposed site in July 2023. No recognized environmental 
conditions (RECs), controlled recognized environmental 
conditions, historical recognized environmental conditions, or 
vapor encroachment conditions were found. During construction, 
the presence and use of petroleum and hazardous substances 
could increase the potential for accidental release or spill; 
however, minimization measures, as required under the 
Louisiana Stormwater General Permit for Large Construction 
Activities, would make this potential impact less than significant. 
Waste generated during operation of the OPC would also be 
collected and disposed of properly. 

No impact 

Traffic, 
Transportation, 
and Parking 

Project activities are not anticipated to significantly impact 
existing or future traffic patterns. Improvements to intersections 
would address increased traffic. Impacts on traffic during 
construction would be temporary, localized, and less than 
significant. 

No impact 

Utilities There would be a negligible increase in the consumption of 
utilities, including electricity, natural gas, potable water, and 
stormwater/sanitary sewer discharges. Impacts would be less 
than significant. 

No impact 

The project-specific protection and mitigation measures listed in Attachment A are incorporated into the 
Proposed Action and would ensure the potential adverse effects would be less than significant. VA would 
require the developer to construct and operate the Proposed Action in accordance with these measures. 

Public Comment and Agency Consultation 

VA electronically sent a scoping notice to selected federal, state, and local agencies; Native American 
tribes; and elected officials to solicit input regarding the scope of the EA and environmental issues for in-
depth analysis. The scoping notice was published on VA’s website at 
http://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental and in the Baton Rouge Advocate on Friday, November 8, 2024, 
and Sunday, November 10, 2024, to announce VA’s intent to prepare an EA and request scoping input.  

The Draft EA was published for a 30-day review and comment period. VA electronically sent a notice of 
availability (NOA) to federal, state, and local agencies, tribes, and community stakeholders, to solicit input 
on the Draft EA. The NOA for the Draft EA was also published in the Baton Rouge Advocate. The NOA 
explained how to obtain the Draft EA electronically from the VA website at 
http://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental and in print at the East Baton Rouge Parish Library – Bluebonnet 
Regional Branch located at 9200 Bluebonnet Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70810. The NOA explained that 
comments on the Draft EA are to be sent to vacoenvironment@va.gov. VA did not receive any public 
comments on the Draft EA during the public comment period. 

http://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental
http://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental
mailto:vacoenvironment@va.gov
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VA coordinated with agencies regarding the proposed OPC construction and operation in Baton Rouge, 
LA. In November 2024, VA distributed scoping letters to Federal, State, county, and municipal government 
agencies as listed in Section 6.0 of the Final EA. Separately, pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA of 1966, 
as amended, (54 U.S.C. § 306108), and its implementing regulations (36 CFR Part 800 – Protection of 
Historic Properties), VA initiated consultation with consulting parties to seek input regarding the 
undertaking’s effects on historic properties. VA consulted with the following parties pursuant to Section 
106 of the NHPA: Louisiana OCD; U.S. Department of the Interior Indian Affairs; LA Native America 
Commission; City of Baton Rouge Department of Development; City of Baton Rouge Planning Commission; 
and the City of St. George. On November 18, 2025, Louisiana OCD provided concurrence with VA’s 
determination that no historic properties listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places will be affected by the Proposed Action.   

VA also consulted with Federally-recognized Native American tribes in the vicinity of the Proposed Action, 
including Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas; Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town; Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; 
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana; Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma; Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana; Jena Band of 
Choctaw Indians; Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians; Muscogee (Creek) Nation; Seminole Tribe of 
Florida; and the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana. On November 13, 2025, the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
provided a response to VA’s consultation request informing VA that the Choctaw Nation is unaware of 
any cultural or sacred sites in the immediate project area. The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma further 
provided concurrence with the finding of “no historic properties affected” and requested that work be 
stopped, and the Choctaw Nation office contacted immediately, in the event that Native American 
artifacts or human remains are encountered. No additional responses were received.  

Finding of No Significant Impact 

Based on the analyses in the Final EA, which is summarized and incorporated by reference herein, VA 
concludes that implementing the Proposed Action would have no significant adverse impact on the quality 
of the natural or human environment within the meaning of Section 102(2)(C) of NEPA. Therefore, 
preparation of an environmental impact statement is not required.  

 

 

 

  
Jason Sturm 
Environmental Engineer 
Environmental Program Office 
VA Office of Construction & Facilities Management 
 

 
 
 
  
Lindsay Killian 
Director, Lease Execution 
Office of Real Property 
VA Office of Construction & Facilities Management 
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Attachment A: Best Management Practices, Management, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 
Incorporated into the Proposed Action 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Best Management Practices, Management, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures Incorporated into 
the Proposed Action 

Resource Protection and Mitigation Measures 

Aesthetics Design new structures to be architecturally and visually consistent with the current 
buildings located at the Proposed Action site.  

Maintain landscaped areas, buildings, roadways, and signage. 

Incorporate existing topography and natural features into site design, wherever 
possible. 

Air Quality Use appropriate fugitive dust suppression measures. 

Use newer construction equipment with emissions controls and maintain 
equipment. 

Reduce idling of construction equipment and vehicles to minimize exhaust 
emissions. 

Perform all work under licensed contractors. 

Implement site-specific SWPPP and erosion and sediment control plan to minimize 
and avoid fugitive dust as applicable. 

Cultural and 
Historic 
Resources 

In the event human remains or other cultural items, as defined by the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act are found during construction or 
operation of the OPC, work would be halted in the area, and the appropriate 
authorities and tribes would be contacted. 

If the project’s scope of work changes from that which has been submitted to and 
concurred with by consulting parties, further coordination would be required. 
Further, respective tribes would be notified for additional consultation. 

Geology and 
Soils 

Implement an erosion and sediment control plan to address soil disturbance 
during construction that includes the implementation of erosion and sediment 
control devices and stabilization practices. 

Hydrology, 
Stormwater, 
and Water 
Quality 

Use environmentally sensitive site design, stormwater pollution prevention 
controls, good engineering practices, and construction BMPs 
Implement appropriate groundwater engineering controls and dewatering 
practices should groundwater be encountered during construction. 
Locate machinery servicing and refueling areas away from waterways to reduce 
the possibility and minimize the impacts of any accidental spills or discharges. 
Implement site-specific SWPPP and erosion and sediment control plan to minimize 
run-off into local waterways.  

Wildlife and 
Habitat  

Operate all vehicles traveling within and around the project area in accordance 
with posted speed limits. 



Finding of No Significant Impact 
Baton Rouge OPC  December 2025 

Attachment A: Page 2 of 2 

Resource Protection and Mitigation Measures 

In advance of any proposed tree clearing between March 15 to October 15, the 
private entity would be required to conduct a pre-construction clearance survey to 
determine the presence/absence of nesting MBTA birds, and coordinate with 
USFWS to determine the potential need for non-disturbance buffers or other 
mitigation. 

Limit vegetation removal within the area to the extent possible. 

Noise Limit construction-related noise near sensitive receptors and coordinate proposed 
construction activities in advance with any nearby sensitive receptors. 

Shut down noise-generating equipment when it is not needed and maintain 
equipment per manufacturer’s recommendations to minimize noise generation. 

Utilize broadband, self-adjusting backup alarms in lieu of backup-beepers 
consistent with applicable safety requirements and encourage construction 
personnel to operate equipment in the quietest manner practicable. 

Locate stational operating equipment as far away from sensitive receptors as 
possible. 

Select material transportation routes as far away from sensitive receptors as 
possible. 

Maintain equipment per manufacturer’s recommendations to minimize noise 
generation. 

Adhere to local noise ordinances including restricting construction noise between 
sunset and 7 a.m. on weekdays and Saturdays, with no work allowed on Sundays.  

Land Use Consultation with the City of St. George Planning and Zoning Commission may be 
required for re-zoning purposes. 

Socioeconomics Secure the construction area to prevent unauthorized access to the property and 
to reduce the potential of health and safety risks. 

Community 
Services 

Coordinate any short-term road closures with the local emergency and 
transportation services to prevent significant disruption to their services. 

Solid Waste and 
Hazardous 
Materials 

Store and appropriately label petroleum products and hazardous materials in 
approved containers. 

Store containers on a level and impervious surface. 

Use secondary containment systems around fuel storage containers during refueling 
activities. Should a spill or release occur, any impacted soil would be properly 
handled per Federal and State laws and regulations. 

Traffic, 
Transportation, 
and Parking 

Coordinate with the City of Baton Rouge on any short-term road closures during 
construction. 

Sequence construction to the extent feasible to minimize impacts to traffic or 
transportation patterns. 
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