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B.1 Scoping Notice

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
Office of Construction & Facilities Management
Washington DC 20420

November 5, 2024
(Sent via email)

SUBJECT:  Environmental Assessment Scoping Notice for the Proposed Construction and Operation of an
Outpatient Clinic in Clarksville, Tennessee [VA ID# EAXX-029-15-VHA-1729883798|

Dear Valued Stakeholder:

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is proposing to construct and operate an outpatient clinic (OPC) in
Clarksville, Tennessee (the Proposed Action). The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide enhanced and
expanded primary care and mental health services and add a comprehensive array of specialty care outpatient
services to serve Veterans in Clarksville and the surrounding communities in a modern, state-of-the-art facility.
The OPC will be constructed by a private entity for the VA to lease and operate at one of three sites being
considered (Figure 1):

(1) North Edgewood Place
(2) 501 Dunlop Lane
(3) Rufus Johnson Blvd and Highway 76

VA is preparing an environmental assessment (EA) to analyze the potential environmental impacts of the
Proposed Action. VA is seeking input from stakeholders as part of the scoping process in the development of this
document. VA is preparing the EA in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)
(42 U.S. Code [USC] § 4321- 4370), as implemented by the Council on Environmental Quality (40 Code of
Federal Regulations [CFR] Parts 1500-1508), and VA’s NEPA regulations (38 CFR Part 26).

Through this notice, VA is also providing the public with information about the undertaking and seeking input
about the undertaking’s effects on historic properties pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, (54 USC § 306108), and its implementing regulations (36 CFR Part 800 —
Protection of Historic Properties). VA is using its procedures for public involvement under NEPA in lieu of
public involvement requirements in Subpart B of the Section 106 regulations per 36 CFR Part 800.2(d)(3). This
notice does not serve as an invitation to consult under Section 106, it 1s solely to seek and consider the views of
the public. VA conducted its Section 106 review and consultation separately.

If you have comments on the scope of the EA, the range of alternatives, and environmental issues for in-depth
analysis, please email your comments to vacoenvironment(@va.gov with the subject line “Clarksville OPC EA”.

Additionally, VA will publish the Draft EA online at http://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental/index.asp for a 30-
day public review and comment period. The Notice of Availability will be posted in The Leaf Chronicle.

Respectfully,
Digitally signed by GLENN ELLIOTT
G L E N N E LLI O-n' Dagte:a2gzs4g.’l '\EjOS ()}‘9:30:37 -05'00'

Glenn Elliott
Director, Project Development Services Division
Office of Construction and Facilities Management



Figure 1. Proposed Locations for a VA Outpatient Clinic — Site Vicinity Map
Source: (LRS Federal, 2024)
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
OFFICE OF CONSTRUCTION AND FACILITIES
MANAGEMENT

NOTICE OF SCOPING AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT UNDER THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT FOR THE PROPOSED VETERAN AFFAIRS
OUTPATIENT CLINIC IN CLARKSVILLE, TENNESSEE [VA UPDATE: VA ID# EAXX-
029-15-VHA-1729883798]

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is proposing to construct and operate a new
outpatient clinic in Clarksville, TN (the Proposed Action). The purpose of the Proposed Action is
to provide enhanced and expanded primary care and mental health services and add a
comprehensive array of specialty care outpatient services to serve Veterans in Clarksville and
the surrounding communities in a moder, state-of-the-art facility. The OPC will be constructed by
a private entity for the VA to lease and operate at one of three sites being considered:

(1) North Edgewood Place
(2) 501 Dunlop Lane
(3) Rufus Johnson Blvd and Highway 76

VA is preparing an environmental assessment (EA) to assess the potential environmental
impacts of the Proposed Action. VA is preparing the EA in accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) (42 U.S. Code [USC] § 4321- 4370), as implemented
by the Council on Environmental Quality (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] Parts 1500-
1508), and VA’s NEPA regulations (38 CFR Part 26).

Through this notice, VA is providing the public with information about the undertaking and
seeking public comment and input about the undertaking’s effects on historic properties pursuant
to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, (54 USC
§ 306108), and its implementing regulations (36 CFR Part 800 — Protection of Historic
Properties). VA is using its procedures for public involvement under NEPA in lieu of public
involvement requirements in Subpart B of the Section 106 regulations per 36 CFR Part
800.2(d)(3). This notice does not serve as an invitation to consult under Section 106, it is solely
to seek and consider the views of the public. VA conducted its Section 106 review and
consultation separately.

If you have comments on the scope of the EA, the range of alternatives, and environmental
issues for in-depth analysis, please email your comments to vacoenvironment@va.gov with the
subject line “Clarksville OPC EA”.

Additionally, VA will publish the Draft EA online at
http://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental/index.asp for a 30-day public review and comment period.
The Notice of Availability of the Draft EA will be published in The Leaf Chronicle.



http://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental/index.asp
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B.2 Notice of Availability for Draft EA

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs



U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Office of Construction & Facilities Management
425 | Street, NW, Ste. 2E.250
Washington DC 20420

www.cfm.va.gov

November 10, 2025

Sent via email

SUBJECT:  Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental Assessment for Proposed Construction and
Operation of an Outpatient Clinic in Clarksville, Tennessee
[VA ID# EAXX-029-15-VHA-1729883798]

Dear Valued Stakeholder,

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has prepared a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze
the potential environmental impacts associated with VA’s Proposed Action to award a lease to a private entity that
would construct an outpatient clinic (OPC) for VA to lease and operate in Clarksville, Tennessee (TN). The purpose
of the Proposed Action is to provide outpatient health care services to area Veterans. The Proposed Action is needed
to provide enhanced and expanded primary care and mental health services and add a comprehensive array of
specialty care outpatient services to serve Veterans in Clarksville and the surrounding communities in a modern,
state-of-the art facility. The Proposed Action would address current and future projected healthcare capacity, service
gaps, and operational inefficiencies. VA is considering three alternative sites for the Clarksville OPC. At the
Alternative A site, VA received proposals from two private entities which are referred to as Alternative Al and
Alternative A2. VA would select only one Alternative and its associated private entity for the new OPC. The
Alternative site locations are:

e Alternatives Al and A2 - North Edgewood Place (68 acres)
e Alternative B - 501 Dunlop Lane (20 acres)
e Alternative C - Rufus Johnson Boulevard and Highway 76 (48 acres)

VA prepared the Draft EA according to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 U.S. Code §
4321 et seq.).

Concurrent with this mailing, a Notice of Availability (NOA) will be published in The Leaf Chronicle newspaper
to inform and solicit input from the public. The Draft EA is available on the VA website at
https://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental/. A hard copy of the Draft EA 1s available at the Clarksville-Montgomery
County Public Library — Main Library located at 350 Pageant Lane, Suite 501, Clarksville, TN 37040.

Please submit any requests for additional information, questions, or comments on the Draft EA via email to
vacoenvironment(@va.gov with the subject line “Clarksville OPC Draft EA” within 30 days following receipt of
this NOA. VA will summarize and address substantive comments in the Final EA.

Respectfully,

Digitally signed by GLENN

GLENN ELLIOTT eerr

Date: 2025.11.10 06:50:58 -08'00"

Glenn Elliott
Director, Project Development Services Division
Office of Facilities Planning

Attachment: Figure 1 — Alternatives Considered for Proposed VA OPC in Clarksville
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Figure 1. Alternatives Considered for Proposed VA OPC in Clarksville, TN
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B.3 TDEC Comments on the Draft EA

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs



STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0435

DAVID W. SALYERS, P.E BILL LEE

COMM SSIONER GOVERNOR

December 12, 2025

Via Electronic Mail to vacoenvironment@va.gov

Glenn Elliott

U.S. Departments of Veterans Affairs
Project Development Services Division
Office of Facilities Planning

Dear U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs:

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) appreciates the opportunity to
provide comments on the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)'s Draft Environmental Assessment
(EA) for the Clarksville Outpatient Clinic in Clarksville, Tennessee. The Draft EA evaluates three potential
sites for the clinic, which would feature modern facilities, landscaped grounds, pedestrian pathways,
and up to 1,500 parking spaces. The purpose of the project is to lease and operate a new outpatient
clinic (OPC) in Clarksville, Tennessee, to expand primary, mental health, and specialty care services for
area Veterans. The project aims to address current and future projected healthcare capacity, service
gaps, and operational inefficiencies.

TDEC is the environmental and natural resource regulatory agency in Tennessee with delegated
responsibility from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to regulate sources of air pollution;
solid and hazardous waste; underground storage tanks; and water resources. TDEC has reviewed the
Draft EA and offers the following comments regarding the proposed project:

Division of Air Pollution Control (APC)

e Fugitive Dust and Mobile Source Emissions: The measures proposed in the Draft EA are
sufficient to address the generation of fugitive dust and emissions from mobile sources.

e Open Burning: If disposal of trees or vegetation is necessary during construction, TDEC's
Division of Air Pollution Control recommends the evaluation of alternatives to open burning.
Tennessee’s open burning regulations can be found at
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/1200/1200-03/1200-03-04.pdf.

o Federal Regulations: Stationary emergency engines and natural gas-fired boilers are subject to
federal regulations under 40 CFR Parts 60 (Standards of Performance for New Stationary
Sources) and 63 (National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Source
Categories). Additional information is available online at the following links:

o https://www.epa.gov/stationary-engines/understanding-stationary-engines-rules
o https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/industrial-commercial-and-
institutional-boilers-and-process-0




STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0435

DAVID W. SALYERS, P.E BILL LEE
COMMRSSIONER GOVERNOR

o https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/industrial-commercial-and-

institutional-area-source-boilers

General Comments

e Forany permitting inquiries, please contact the appropriate TDEC division directly.

e For an understanding of the impact that the clearing of any trees or other natural obstructions
may have to rare, threatened, or endangered plant and animal species, please refer to the
TDEC's Division of Natural Areas (DNA) Environmental Review webpage.

TDEC appreciates the opportunity to provide comment on VA's Draft EA for the Clarksville OPC project.
Please note that these comments are not indicative of approval or disapproval of the proposed projects
or activities contained within. Please contact me should you have any questions regarding these
comments.

Sincerely,

Conrocfontrly

Emma Bartolo (Dec 12, 2025 12:25:36 CST)

Emma Bartolo

TDEC, Office of Policy and Planning
Davy Crockett Building, Fifth Floor
500 James Patterson Pkwy,
Nashville, TN 37243
Emma.Bartolo@tn.gov
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