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From: TN Help
To: Jesse Byrd
Cc: Angela.McArdle@va.gov
Subject: Construction of a New Outpatient Clinic - Project # SHPO0007908
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 1:05:10 PM
Attachments: Miranda Sig.png
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TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

2941 LEBANON PIKE
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0442

 OFFICE: (615) 532-1550
www.tnhistoricalcommission.org

 
10-22-2025 09:35:23 CDT 
 
Angela McArdle
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
Angela.McArdle@va.gov.
 
RE: Department of Veteran's Affairs (VA), Construction of a New Outpatient Clinic,
Project#: SHPO0007908, Nashville, Davidson County, TN
 
 
Dear Angela McArdle:
 
In response to your request, we have reviewed the documents you submitted
regarding your proposed undertaking.  Our review of and comment on your proposed
undertaking are among the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act.  This Act requires federal agencies or applicants for federal
assistance to consult with the appropriate State Historic Preservation Office before
they carry out their proposed undertakings.  The Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation has codified procedures for carrying out Section 106 review in 36 CFR
800 (Federal Register, December 12, 2000, 77698-77739).
 
In order to complete our review of this undertaking, we will need to receive from you a
detailed archaeological survey report on the area of potential effect for the Baptist
World Center Drive location of this undertaking.  A list of individuals and organizations
which have indicated a desire to work in Tennessee is available at
https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/arch-archaeology/services-and-
resources.html  This list is solely for the convenience of persons or firms seeking
archaeological services.  It does not indicate nor imply any sanction, certification, or
approval by the State of Tennessee.
 
Additionally, please provide us with a shapefile of the survey area for the
archaeological survey of the Clarksville Pike location.
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Upon receipt of the survey report and shapefile, we will continue our review of this
undertaking as expeditiously as possible.  Until such time as this office has rendered
a final comment on this project, your Section 106 obligation under federal law has not
been met.  Please inform this office if this project is canceled or not funded, licensed,
or permitted by the federal agency. Provide your Project # when submitting additional
materials regarding this undertaking. Questions and comments may be directed to
Jennifer Barnett, who drafted this response, at Jennifer.Barnett@tn.gov. Your
cooperation is appreciated.
 
Sincerely,
 
 

Miranda Montgomery
State Historic Preservation Officer
 
 
Ref:MSG18012071_d5uXiCx40ibEtwMKoTo



From: TN Help
To: Jesse Byrd; Angela.McArdle@va.gov
Subject: Construction of a New Outpatient Clinic - Project # SHPO0007908
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:17:16 PM
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Miranda Sig.png

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

2941 LEBANON PIKE
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0442

 OFFICE: (615) 532-1550
www.tnhistoricalcommission.org

 
10-28-2025 15:15:16 CDT 
 
Ms. Angela McArdle
Department of Veteran's Affairs (VA)
Angela.McArdle@va.gov
 
RE: Department of Veteran's Affairs (VA), Construction of a New Outpatient Clinic,
Project#: SHPO0007908, Nashville, Davidson County, TN
 
 
Dear Ms. Angela McArdle:
 
Pursuant to your request, this office has received the requested additional
documentation and reviewed the above-referenced undertaking.  Our review of and
comment on your proposed undertaking are among the requirements of Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act.  This Act requires federal agencies or
applicants for federal assistance to consult with the appropriate State Historic
Preservation Office before they carry out their proposed undertakings.  The Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation has codified procedures for carrying out Section 106
review in 36 CFR 800 (Federal Register, December 12, 2000, 77698-77739). 
 
Based on the information provided, we find that the project area contains the
American Baptist Theological Seminary Historic District, a cultural resource eligible
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  We further find that the project
as currently proposed will not adversely affect this historic property.
 
This office has no objection to the implementation of this project as currently
planned.  If project plans are changed or previously unevaluated archaeological
resources are discovered during project construction, please contact this office to
determine what further action, if any, will be necessary to comply with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act. Include the Project # if you need to submit any
additional information regarding this undertaking. Questions and comments may be
directed to Jennifer Barnett, who drafted this response, at Jennifer.Barnett@tn.gov.
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We appreciate your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
 

Miranda Montgomery
State Historic Preservation Officer
 
 
Ref:MSG18015834_SjeDCuTdAE5yfhAtckt





Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2025 5:37 PM
To: Mcardle, Angela B. (CFM) <Angela.McArdle@va.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed VA Outpatient Clinic
in Nashville, TN

 
Angela,
 
If possible, it would be helpful to see these building locations tested and documented further.
 
Thanks,
Adam
 
From: Mcardle, Angela B. (CFM) <Angela.McArdle@va.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2025 4:32 PM
To: Fracchia, Adam D (Historical Commission) <Adam.Fracchia@nashville.gov>
Subject: RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed VA Outpatient Clinic in Nashville,
TN

 
Attention: This email originated from a source external to Metro Government. Please exercise
caution when opening any attachments or links from external sources.

Hi Adam,

Appreciate the feedback and I will share it with the team.
 
Best,
 
Angela McArdle | VA FPO | 254.922.4938 | Angela.McArdle@va.gov 
**THE CONTENT OF THIS MESSAGE IS PRE-DECISIONAL**
 
 

From: Fracchia, Adam D (Historical Commission) <Adam.Fracchia@nashville.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2025 4:55 PM
To: Mcardle, Angela B. (CFM) <Angela.McArdle@va.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed VA Outpatient Clinic
in Nashville, TN

 
Angela,
 
Thank you for sharing this information.  It would be helpful if this documentation had been in a
narrative in the Phase I report.  It would also be helpful to have this history to understand the buildings
on the property depicted on the 1932 topo as well as the building near the river on the 1871 Map of
Davidson County.  This information could have informed the archaeological testing strategy to target



areas where these buildings were.
 
Thanks,
Adam
 
From: Mcardle, Angela B. (CFM) <Angela.McArdle@va.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 6:21 PM
To: Fracchia, Adam D (Historical Commission) <Adam.Fracchia@nashville.gov>
Cc: Jesse Byrd <jbyrd@lrsfederal.com>
Subject: RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed VA Outpatient Clinic in Nashville,
TN

 
Attention: This email originated from a source external to Metro Government. Please exercise
caution when opening any attachments or links from external sources.

Hi Adam,

Section 5.4 of the ESA (pages 15-17 of 234 in the pdf) includes information on property ownership
from 1925 to present. In 1925, it is recorded as being owned by the Holding Board of the American
Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS). Attaching the most recent deed here, which states the
language in this deed is copied verbatim from the prior conveyance from the Holding Board of the
ABTS to the ABTS. 

The structures in question are not visible in the 1938 aerial but some structures start to appear on
the 1949 aerial, when this property was owned by the Holding Board of the ABTS. I’ve included
excerpts below (underlining relevant parts) from two additional sources (attached). These excerpts
suggest the architectural elements documented in the Phase I report are remnants of housing
and/or farm-related structures that supported the adjacent ABTS and were likely constructed post-
1946. Of note, the central heating plant, which was constructed around the same time as the
structures in question, is intentionally excluded from the boundary of the historic district because
“the plant is no longer in use and is in poor condition.” (page 33 of the NRHP nomination form)

2013 NRHP nomination of the adjacent ABTS historic district (page 18)
“At that time, "eight acres of Seminary ground was used for truck gardening and 40 acres for pasture
land to support five good milk cows, some pigs, chickens, and other live stock."”
 
“Dr. Ralph Waldo Riley brought a new era of growth to the seminary when he became president in
1944. He proposed a $200,000 development drive "in order to furnish the Chapel, library, and homes
for teachers and president." At that time, the Chapel and library were both within Griggs Hall, while
the homes for teachers and the president were on an adjacent parcel and are no longer extant.”
 
1946 – The Seminarian (page 1)
“In April 1944 Dr. Ralph W. Riley was elected as fifth president to succeed the able and efficient
president, Dr. James M. Nabrit. At that time our facilities and buildings on the campus proper



consisted of one building, a combination dormitory-administration building, Griggs Hall, farm lands, a
custodian's home, a dairy and other farm equipment.” 

“At this writing we have two newly constructed farm-tenants residents, a Cafeteria-Book Store, a
New Administration Building, and a Central Heating Plant”
 
“By 1950 within five years, under the leadership of our new President we should have a chapel library
building, a president's home, teachers and married students homes, a faculty of 25 and an
enrollment at a figure far above the three hundred mark.”
 
Best,
Angela McArdle | VA FPO | 254.922.4938 | Angela.McArdle@va.gov 
**THE CONTENT OF THIS MESSAGE IS PRE-DECISIONAL**
 
 

From: Fracchia, Adam D (Historical Commission) <Adam.Fracchia@nashville.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 10:58 AM
To: Mcardle, Angela B. (CFM) <Angela.McArdle@va.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed VA Outpatient Clinic
in Nashville, TN

 
Angela McArdle,
 
Thank you for sending the additional information.  The ESA provides historic aerial and topographic
images.  I did not see any  deed research or historic county maps in either document to research and
assess the structures historically on the property. 
 
 
Thanks,
Adam Fracchia
 
 
From: Mcardle, Angela B. (CFM) <Angela.McArdle@va.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 9:09 AM
To: Fracchia, Adam D (Historical Commission) <Adam.Fracchia@nashville.gov>
Cc: jbyrd@lrsfederal.com
Subject: RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed VA Outpatient Clinic in Nashville,
TN

 
Attention: This email originated from a source external to Metro Government. Please exercise
caution when opening any attachments or links from external sources.

Hi Adam,



Thank you for your review of the undertaking and the revised letter. For your additional review, I’m
attaching the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) that was completed for the World Baptist
parcel (inclusive of some additional surrounding acreage). Within the ESA there is a property history
as well as historical research documentation.
 
Best,
 
Angela McArdle | VA FPO | 254.922.4938 | Angela.McArdle@va.gov 
**THE CONTENT OF THIS MESSAGE IS PRE-DECISIONAL**
 
 

From: Fracchia, Adam D (Historical Commission) <Adam.Fracchia@nashville.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 3:31 PM
To: Mcardle, Angela B. (CFM) <Angela.McArdle@va.gov>
Cc: jbyrd@lrsfederal.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed VA Outpatient Clinic
in Nashville, TN

 
Angela McArdle,
 
Thank you for the additional documentation.  We had noted the wrong property in our letter.  The
attached revised letter documents our concerns with 0 Baptist World Center Drive.
 
Thanks,
Adam Fracchia
 
 
 
From: Mcardle, Angela B. (CFM) <Angela.McArdle@va.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 1:07 PM
To: Fracchia, Adam D (Historical Commission) <Adam.Fracchia@nashville.gov>
Cc: jbyrd@lrsfederal.com
Subject: RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed VA Outpatient Clinic in Nashville,
TN

 
Attention: This email originated from a source external to Metro Government. Please exercise
caution when opening any attachments or links from external sources.

Hi Adam,

Thank you for your response.

Your letter references reviewing the two Phase I archaeological reports, did you also receive and
review the cultural resources constraints analysis reports for each parcel (first two attachments)? 



You don't often get email from jbyrd@lrsfederal.com. Learn why this is important

I also went back to our files and found that we have a report documenting an additional
archaeological survey that was conducted for the Ashland parcel in 2023. I am attaching that report
here for your review as well.
 
Best,
 
Angela McArdle | VA FPO | 254.922.4938 | Angela.McArdle@va.gov 
**THE CONTENT OF THIS MESSAGE IS PRE-DECISIONAL**
 
 

From: Fracchia, Adam D (Historical Commission) <Adam.Fracchia@nashville.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 1:24 PM
To: Mcardle, Angela B. (CFM) <Angela.McArdle@va.gov>
Cc: jbyrd@lrsfederal.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed VA Outpatient Clinic
in Nashville, TN

 
Jesse Byrd,
 
I have attached our review letter for the proposed VA Outpatient Clinic in Nashville, TN.
 
Thanks,
Adam Fracchia
 

From: Jesse Byrd <jbyrd@lrsfederal.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 2:31 PM
To: Planning Staff <planningstaff@nashville.gov>
Cc: Mcardle, Angela B. (CFM) <angela.mcardle@va.gov>
Subject: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed VA Outpatient Clinic in Nashville, TN

 

Attention: This email originated from a source external to Metro Government. Please exercise
caution when opening any attachments or links from external sources.

Good afternoon.  

 

On behalf of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Tennessee Valley Healthcare
System, please find attached our Section 106 consultation letter for the referenced project.
We look forward to receiving your response.
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