U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
Office of Construction & Facilities Management
Washington DC 20420

RECORD OF DECISION
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR THE PROPOSED RELOCATION OF THE
VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CENTER, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

1 Introduction and Summary

The United States (U.S.) Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), as required by the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), prepared an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to identify, analyze, and document
the potential environmental, cultural, and socioeconomic impacts associated with the relocation of the
existing Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) in San Antonio, Texas. The VAMC provides health care
services to approximately 146,000 unique Veterans. As a comprehensive care facility, the VAMC provides
acute medical, surgical, mental health, physical medicine and rehabilitation, long-term care, emergency,
and primary care services to Veterans.

1.1 Statutory and Regulatory Authorities

VA conducted the EIS process in accordance with NEPA. VA also incorporated, via substitution, its
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (54 U.S. Code [U.S.C.] § 306108) Section 106 consultation
requirements into the NEPA analysis to consider effects to historic properties. The incorporation of the
NHPA into the NEPA analysis followed the substitution process outlined in 36 Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR) §§ 800.8(c).

1.2 Purpose and Need

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide exceptional health care services to the growing Veteran
population in the South Texas region. The South Texas region is undergoing a substantial increase in
Veteran population, placing additional demands on the already stressed health care infrastructure at the
VAMC.

The Proposed Action is needed to address critical infrastructure, functionality, and space limitations at the
existing VAMC. Opened in 1973, the VAMC has aging infrastructure and an outdated configuration that
does not support modern health care delivery models. In addition, the VAMC has little room for expansion
and lacks sufficient parking to accommodate current or future demand. These limitations make it
challenging to meet modern health care requirements and the needs of the growing South Texas Veteran
population.

1.3 NEPA Public Involvement Process

Development of the EIS began with the publication of the Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an EIS in the
Federal Register on February 20, 2025 (under Docket ID No. EISX-029-15-VHA-1734563688). VA
published scoping notices in the San Antonio Express and La Prensa newspapers on February 21 and 23,
2025, respectively. VA sent agencies, stakeholders, elected officials and other interested parties a scoping
notice via email on February 24, 2025. VA also posted the scoping notice to the VA Construction and
Facilities Management website https://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental/index.asp and via informational
signs posted at the Proposed Action and Alternative 1 site locations.
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VA held two public scoping meetings on March 11 and 12, 2025, at the existing VAMC. The 30-day
scoping period ended on April 7, 2025. VA received ten comments during the scoping period.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) published the Notice of Availability (NOA) for the
Draft EIS on January 30, 2026 (under Docket ID No. EISX-029-15-VHA-1734563688). VA also published
a NOA of the Draft EIS in the San Antonio Express and La Prensa newspapers on January 30 and February
1, 2026, respectively. VA sent agencies, stakeholders, elected officials and other interested parties the NOA
via email on January 30, 2026. The Draft EIS was also available for review at
https://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental/ and at three local libraries.

VA held one public comment meeting for the Draft EIS on Wednesday, February 18, 2026, from 6:00 P.M.
to 8:00 P.M. at the North West San Antonio VA Clinic. The 45-day public review period for the Draft EIS
ended on March 16, 2026. VA received 11 comments on the Draft EIS.

VA addressed all relevant scoping and Draft EIS comments received in the Final EIS. VA did not receive
any substantial concerns regarding the project or EIS analysis. The Final EIS was published in USEPA’s
weekly NOA (under Docket ID No. EISX-029-15-VHA-1734563688). VA sent email announcements of
the Final EIS to agencies, stakeholders, elected officials, and other interested parties. The EIS is
incorporated by reference in its entirety into the Record of Decision (ROD).

1.4 National Historic Preservation Act Compliance

VA fulfilled its responsibilities under Section 106 of the NHPA in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800 and
used the NEPA substitution process under 36 CFR § 800.8(c). VA coordinated with the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation, the Texas State Historic Preservation Office, Tribal Nations, and other consulting
parties beginning in January 2025.

Through consultation, public involvement, and agency coordination, VA defined the Area of Potential
Effects and conducted identification efforts for historic properties. VA determined that no properties
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places are present within the Area of Potential Effects.
The Texas State Historic Preservation Office and consulting parties concurred with this determination.
Accordingly, VA concluded that the Proposed Action would result in no historic properties affected.

2 Alternatives

2.1 Alternatives Analyzed
The EIS evaluated a reasonable range of alternatives, consisting of the following:

e Proposed Action — Relocation of VAMC to New Location: Acquisition of land and construction
and operation of a new VAMC on an approximately 59-acre undeveloped parcel located
immediately north of the intersection of Floyd Curl Drive and Hamilton Wolfe in San Antonio, TX.
The location of the new site is shown on Attachment A.

e Alternative 1 — Redevelopment of Existing VAMC Site: Continued operation and phased
redevelopment of the existing VAMC facility. The location of the existing site is shown on
Attachment A.

e No Action Alternative: Continued operation of the existing VAMC with no relocation or
redevelopment of the VAMC.
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2.2 Preferred Alternative

The EIS evaluated each alternative for its ability to meet the purpose and need and for its potential
environmental consequences. VA has identified the Proposed Action as their Preferred Alternative.

3 Environmental Impact Analysis

The EIS evaluated the potential environmental consequences associated with the implementation of the
Proposed Action, Alternative 1, and the No Action Alternative. Detailed analysis of impacts is found in
Chapter 3 of the EIS.

The EIS identified no significant adverse impacts to the following resource areas under any of the
alternatives analyzed: land use, air quality, geology, floodplains and wetlands, hydrology and water quality,
and cultural and historic resources. VA has identified resource protection measures to avoid or minimize
project impacts. These measures are presented in Attachment B to this ROD.

Moderate to significant adverse impacts were identified for the following resource areas under one or more
of the alternatives. Efforts were made to avoid or minimize impacts, and VA is committed to the resource
protection measures (Attachment B) for impacts that could not be avoided or minimized.

3.1 Transportation and Parking

Construction under the Proposed Action and Alternative 1 would result in temporary increases in traffic,
worker trips, and localized congestion near access points and haul routes. Implementation of traffic
management plans, phased scheduling, and coordination with local agencies would minimize these effects.
During operations, the Proposed Action would improve access, circulation, and parking capacity, resulting
in long-term beneficial impacts. Alternative 1 would improve operations but remain constrained by the
existing site layout, resulting in significant adverse impacts due to unacceptable levels of service (LOS) at
multiple intersections. The No Action Alternative would result in significant adverse impacts due to
continued congestion and inadequate parking under future conditions.

3.2 Noise

Construction activities under the Proposed Action and Alternative 1 would result in moderate adverse
impacts with temporary increases in noise levels from equipment, demolition, and vehicle activity. These
impacts would be short-term and localized. Implementation of standard measures, including limiting
construction to daytime hours and maintaining equipment, would reduce impacts. Operational noise would
be consistent with typical urban healthcare uses and would not substantially increase ambient noise levels.

3.3 Aesthetics

The Proposed Action would introduce new structures and alter the visual character of the Proposed Action
site, resulting in moderate adverse impacts during construction and a permanent change in visual conditions.
However, the incorporation of landscaping, architectural design standards, and lighting controls would
minimize visual contrasts and result in a cohesive built environment. Alternative 1 would result in moderate
visual changes within an already developed setting.
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3.4 Wildlife and Habitat

The Proposed Action would result in moderate adverse impacts due to the permanent loss of approximately
57 acres of habitat, with additional temporary disturbance to a utility corridor. Construction could result in
temporary displacement and potential mortality of less mobile species. Implementation of resource
protection measures, including seasonal restrictions, biological monitoring, and habitat avoidance buffers,
would minimize impacts. The creation of pollinator habitat would benefit pollinator species.

3.5 Utilities

There would be minor adverse impacts from temporary construction disruptions from the Proposed Action
or Alternative 1; however, there is adequate capacity to serve operations over the long-term. The No Action
Alternative would result in significant adverse impacts, as continued reliance on aging infrastructure at the
existing VAMC would result in reduced reliability, inefficiencies, and increased maintenance demands.

3.6 Community Services

Construction activities under the Proposed Action and Alternative 1 could temporarily disrupt access and
services, resulting in minor adverse impacts; however, implementation of construction phasing and
coordination plans would maintain continuity of care. The Proposed Action would result in long-term
beneficial impacts by improving healthcare access and service capacity. Alternative 1 would also improve
services. The No Action Alternative would result in significant adverse impacts, as existing facility
limitations would continue to constrain VA’s ability to meet current and future healthcare needs.

3.7 Socioeconomics

The Proposed Action would result in beneficial socioeconomic impacts through increased employment,
construction spending, and improved healthcare services for Veterans. Alternative 1 would also provide
benefits but at a reduced scale and with longer construction-related disruption. The No Action Alternative
would result in moderate adverse impacts by failing to meet growing Veteran health care demand.

4 Agency Preference and Factors in Decision

VA has carefully considered the alternatives, information, and analysis contained within the EIS and the
scoping and Draft EIS comments offered by agencies, stakeholders, tribal governments, and the public.
Implementation of the Proposed Action will enable VA to meet congressional mandates and other
regulatory requirements and to fulfill its obligations to Veterans.

Under the Proposed Action, VA would relocate the existing VAMC by acquiring land and constructing and
operating a new medical campus within the San Antonio Medical District. The site is located on an
approximately 59-acre undeveloped parcel located immediately north of the intersection of Floyd Curl
Drive and Hamilton Wolfe in San Antonio, TX. The location of the new site is shown on Attachment A.

Based on the purpose and need for the Proposed Action, public input received, the analysis contained in the
Final EIS, and with the implementation of identified resource protection measures to avoid or minimize
impacts, VA has determined its preference to implement the Proposed Action. VA’s decision is based on
the analysis of potential impacts presented in the Final EIS and its conclusion that the Proposed Action
meets VA’s purpose and need and is fully consistent with the Agency’s mission to provide high-quality,
safe, and accessible health care for Veterans.
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5  Avoiding or Minimizing Environmental Impacts

VA has adopted all practicable means to avold or mininmze environmental harm from the preferred
alternative. VA has not identified any nutigation measures required for the implementation of the Proposed
Action Attachment B to this ROD summanzes the resource protection measures identfied in the Final EIS
and the applicable momtonng and enforcement program It 1s VA's intent to implement these measures as
feasible and warranted as part of the proposed project. Additional regulatory-dnven measures may be
identified in pre-construction permits.

6 ERecommendation and Decision
6.1 Recommendation

I certify that the EIS and ROD meet the techmical standards regardimg the preparation of NEPA
documentation as prescribed by the NEPA of 1969 (42 U.5.C. 4321-4370h).

Digitally sigred by GLENN ELLIOTT
e GIENNELLOTTS S SRl

Mr. Glenn Elhott
VA NEPA Implementation Officer

6.2 Veterans Integrated Service Network Director Decision

It 15 may decision to approve and implement the Proposed Action for the proposed relocation of the VAMC
to a new site. This decision is subject to the terms, conditions, stipulations, and environmental protection
measures reflected m this ROD.

Digitally signed by WENDELL JONES
Signature: WENDELL JONES ' 1. 202605 27 141035 0o Diate-

Dr. Wendall Jones

Network Director

Veterans Integrated Service Network 17 Network Director
U.S. Department of Veterans Affars

Artachments:

Attachment A: Regional Location of the Proposed New VAMC and No Action Alternative
Attachment B: Resource Protection Measures
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Attachment B: Resource Protection Measures

Resources Resource Protection Measure (source of measure) Party Responsible for | Party Responsible | Monitoring/Enforcement
Implementation for Monitoring Action and Timeframe
and Enforcement
VA will provide all workers with environmental awareness Construction VA Pre-construction review
instruction before working on the site. A natural resource Contractor; Qualified and periodic construction
professional or biologist will deliver the environmental awareness biologist/natural inspections.
instruction initially, and then as needed throughout the construction resource professional
phase. The briefing will cover cultural and natural resources,
including listed species, and the protective measures all personnel
Cultural will follow while working on the project and how to avoid impacts
and Natural | on all encountered wildlife. Upon completion of the training, all
Resources | trained personnel shall sign that they have read and understood the
environmental awareness training and that they are responsible for
following the guidance. Any translocations of reptiles will be over
the minimum distance possible no greater than one mile, preferably
within 100-200 yards from the initial encounter location. Any
translocation will be done in accordance with TPWD Wildlife
Permits Program.
The proposed eight-story high VAMC would exceed the 35-foot- VA Design Team; VA | VA Coordination shall occur
high limitation established in City of San Antonio zoning regulations | Project Manager during final design and
for C-3. While federal facilities are not subject to local zoning prior to the completion of
Land Use . . . . : . . .
regulations, VA will coordinate with the City of San Antonio Zoning site plan approvals, as
Officials to address the potential exceedance during the design applicable.
phase.
VA w1'll Prepa.re and implement a transportatpn management plan ' Prepared, maintained,
Transportat | that will identify measures to reduce construction-related impacts to | Construction
ion and transportation Contractor; VA VA and. updated throughout
. . project execution.
Parking Project Manager




Resources

Resource Protection Measure (source of measure)

Party Responsible for
Implementation

Party Responsible
for Monitoring
and Enforcement

Monitoring/Enforcement
Action and Timeframe

Noise

VA will enact the following measures to reduce noise impacts to
sensitive noise receptors, as feasible:

Erect temporary sound barriers such as soundproof fence
panels during construction activities.

Limit construction activities to daytime weekday hours
(7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.) to the extent feasible to minimize
impacts to surrounding areas and along the routes of
construction vehicle travel.

Limit construction activities to between 8:00 A.M. and 8:00
P.M. on Saturdays, and between 9:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M.
on Sundays.

Aim to maintain a sound level of 80 dBA or lower at or
across the real property line using noise attenuating methods.
Suspend construction on the following holidays: New
Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving, Christmas Day.

Ensure all factory installed or better sound shielding and
mufflers on heavy equipment are in place.

Schedule the loudest construction activities for less
intrusive times (i.e., mid-morning to mid-afternoon) when
most people are awake.

Post a sign at the main entrance to the construction site,
providing the name of the company performing the work, a
point of contact’s name and phone number who will be onsite
while all work is performed outside of the approved
construction times, and the date and hours of the work being
performed.

While not anticipated, should VA need to perform work
outside of the approved construction times, VA would
provide written notice to all occupied residential structures
within 300 feet of the real property line a minimum of 72
hours before work.

Construction
Contractor

VA

Inclusion in contract
prior to issuance.
Compliance oversight
during construction.




Resources Resource Protection Measure (source of measure) Party Responsible for | Party Responsible | Monitoring/Enforcement
Implementation for Monitoring Action and Timeframe
and Enforcement
Prior to construction, VA will obtain an NPDES permit and Construction VA Inclusion in contract
implement a SWPPP. VA will implement, inspect, and maintain Contractor prior to issuance.
erosion and sediment control BMPs throughout the construction Oversight of BMPs for
Geology .. . . . . . : .
and Soils period, including soil wetting, silt fencing, and controlled proper installation,
stockpiling. maintenance, and
effectiveness during
construction.
The final design will include appropriate stormwater detention VA Design Team; VA Incorporated during final
facilities required by the City of San Antonio UDC Chapter 13 to Construction design and verified
reduce stormwater runoff to at or below pre-development levels. The | Contractor during construction.
Hydrology . . . . ..
and Wator final design will al.so maintain natural flow discharge directions to Cor'lﬁrmed. through '
Quality protect any potential downstream resources dependent on runoff design review, permit
from the project site. compliance, and
construction inspections
prior to closeout
If VA determines that spanning Huebner Creek Tributary B with a VA Design Team; VA Monitored during design
pedestrian bridge is necessary, all bridge footings would be located Construction review and field
Hydrology . . 1 . . . .
and Wator outside of the 50—f00F w1fie buffer to avoid direct 1mpac'ts to the Contractor Verlﬁcatlgn during
Quality stream channel and riparian zone. VA would comply with all construction.
applicable permitting requirements, including coordination with
USACE, prior to construction.
VA will not conduct vegetation clearing or disturbance activities Construction VA Construction oversight
during the general bird nesting season, March 15 through September | Contractor; Qualified (applicable March 15
15, to avoid adverse impacts to breeding birds. If clearing or Biologist through September 15)
disturbing vegetation during the general bird nesting season is
unavoidable, VA would survey the area proposed for disturbance
g prior to any disturbance activities to ensure that construction
Wildlife . . . . .
and Habitat activities will not impact nests with eggs or young birds. VA would

conduct nest surveys not more than five days prior to clearing
activities. TPWD generally recommends a 100-foot buffer of
vegetation around active nests until the eggs have hatched and the
young have fledged, however the buffer size depends on various
factors; if needed, VA would coordinate the buffer(s) with the local
or regional USFWS office.




Resources Resource Protection Measure (source of measure) Party Responsible for | Party Responsible | Monitoring/Enforcement
Implementation for Monitoring Action and Timeframe
and Enforcement
VA will consider the contribution to skyglow from lighting in VA Design Team; VA Inclusion in contract
parking areas, walkways, buildings, warehouses, and other on- Construction prior to issuance and
Wildlife ground structures by potentially focusing light downward with Contractor confirmation during
and Habitat | shields or cutoff luminaires. The design may also specify the use of design reviews.
dark-sky friendly lighting that would illuminate only when needed,
be as bright as needed, and minimize blue light emissions.
VA will avoid or minimize loss to habitat for the monarch butterfly VA Design Team; VA Inclusion in contract
within the Proposed Action site, namely areas of the site that contain | Construction prior to issuance and
Wildlife the greatest amounts of floral resources or milkweed (4sclepias spp.) | Contractor; Qualified confirmation during
. during the butterfly migration period (the fall and spring months). Biologist; Landscape design reviews and
and Habitat . . . . . .
VA will perform monarch and other pollinator habitat conservation Designer landscaping.
or restoration within construction avoidance areas or in proposed
landscaped areas by planting with both nectar and larval plants.
To avoid potential impacts to TCBs, VA will avoid tree clearing Construction VA I Inclusion in contract
Wildlife during the pupping season (May 1 - July 15) and will minimize the Contractor; Qualified prior to issuance and
and Habitat | tree clearing footprint. Biologist confirmation during
design reviews.
VA will avoid disturbing Huebner Creek Tributary B that crosses the | Construction VA Construction oversight.
proposed action site. VA will also retain a natural buffer (50-foot Contractor
Wildlife buffer) on both sides of the waterway to preserve wildlife cover,
. food sources, and travel corridors, and to protect water quality. VA
and Habitat o . . .
will install erosion control measures prior to construction and
maintain them until vegetation permanently establishes in the
disturbed areas.
VA will aim to avoid disturbing the Texas horned lizard, its burrows, | Construction VA Construction oversight.
and colonies of its primary food source, the harvester ant Contractor; Qualified
(Pogonomyrmex sp.), during clearing and construction. VA may Biologist
s have a permitted biological monitor present during construction to
Wildlife . .
. attempt to capture and relocate Texas horned lizards, if found. If the
and Habitat

presence of a biological monitor is not feasible, VA may inform
construction workers to allow any observed Texas horned lizards to
safely leave the site on their own.




Resources Resource Protection Measure (source of measure) Party Responsible for | Party Responsible | Monitoring/Enforcement
Implementation for Monitoring Action and Timeframe
and Enforcement
Prior to construction, VA will review the Texas tortoise BMP Construction VA Pre-construction
document on TPWD’s Environmental Review Team Planning Tools | Contractor; Qualified environmental training
Wildlife webpage. As part of the general environmental training, VA may Biologist and construction
. make contractors and other staff aware that in southcentral Texas, oversight.
and Habitat .. . .
the Texas tortoise is generally inactive from December through
January and is therefore likely to be undetectable in a project area
during this time.
VA may have a biological monitor on site during any vegetation Construction VA; Qualified Construction oversight
Wildlife clearing to inspect sites subject to d.isturbance that may provi.de ' Cf)ntraf:tor; Qualified | Biologist during vegetation
and Habitat | €OVET for tortoises (e.g., bases of prickly pear cactus) or provide sites | Biologist clearing and other
for tortoise pallets (shallow excavations typically at the base of applicable disturbance
vegetation opportunistically occupied by tortoises). activities.
If possible, VA will complete major ground disturbing activities Construction VA; Qualified Construction sequencing
before late fall or winter when reptiles become inactive and could be | Contractor; Qualified | Biologist; TPWD, | shall be reviewed prior to
utilizing burrows in areas subject to disturbance. If ground disturbing | Biologist as applicable disturbance. If
construction activities must occur after October (to avoid migratory disturbance occurs during
bird nesting season) in areas of suitable tortoise habitat, VA may applicable periods,
Wildlife first survey those areas for tortoises or indications of tortoise surveys shall be
and Habitat | presence, e.g., the presence of burrows or pallets under prickly pear. completed prior to
If the survey finds tortoises or indications of tortoise presence, VA construction and
will contact the TPWD Environmental Review Team staff. coordination with TPWD
shall occur if tortoises or
evidence of presence are
identified.
Before operating/moving vehicles parked within the project area, Construction VA; Qualified Daily construction
contractors will be directed to check underneath their vehicles to Contractor; Biologist oversight.
ensure no tortoises are present. If a tortoise is located at the project Authorized
site, an authorized person would only relocate if it is in an area in Relocation Personnel,
Wildlife which imminent danger is present. Individuals that must be relocated | if needed
and Habitat | would be transported to the closest suitable habitat outside of the

proposed disturbance area but preferably within its five-to-ten-acre
range by individuals authorized through the TPWD Wildlife Permits
Office. After the authorized person removes the tortoise(s) from the
immediate project area, VA may construct an exclusion fence.




Resources Resource Protection Measure (source of measure) Party Responsible for | Party Responsible | Monitoring/Enforcement
Implementation for Monitoring Action and Timeframe
and Enforcement
VA will establish and enforce reduced speed limits on the Construction VA Established prior to
Wildlife construction site. Contractor construction and enforced
and Habitat throughout the
construction period.
VA will take precautions to avoid impacts on Species of Greatest Construction VA Protective measures shall
Conservation Need, natural plant communities, or special features if | Contractor; Qualified be implemented if
Wildlife discovered in the project area during construction, operation, or Biologist sensitive resources are
and Habitat | maintenance. encountered during
construction, operation,
or maintenance.
VA may place sediment control fencing to exclude wildlife from Construction VA; Qualified Installed prior to
areas of disturbance. If placed, workers would bury the 24-inch-high | Contractor Biologist, as disturbance and
exclusion fence at least 6 inches and maintain it for the life of the needed maintained throughout
Wildlife project and remove it only after project activities are completed and construction; monitored
. the disturbed sites have been revegetated or otherwise stabilized. daily until removal.
and Habitat . . . .
Construction personnel would examine the inside of the exclusion
area daily to determine if any wildlife species are trapped inside the
area of impact. If so, they would provide safe egress opportunities
prior to initiation of construction activities.
In areas where trenching or other excavation is involved in Construction VA; Qualified Implemented during
construction (e.g., utilities, footings), VA will minimize the length of | Contractor Biologist, as excavation activities;
trenches left open at any given time during construction. Workers needed compliance verified
may inspect trenches or holes for the presence of trapped wildlife through daily
prior to backfilling. Workers may cover any open trenches or construction oversight
excavation areas overnight and inspected every morning to ensure no until trenches are
Wildlife wildlife species are trapped. If trenches and excavation areas cannot backfilled.
and Habitat | be backfilled the day of initial excavation or covered overnight, then

workers may install escape ramps, if feasible, at least every 90
meters (approximately 295 feet). Escape ramps would consist of
short lateral trenches made of soil or wooden planks sloping to the
surface at an angle less than 45 degrees.




Resources Resource Protection Measure (source of measure) Party Responsible for | Party Responsible | Monitoring/Enforcement
Implementation for Monitoring Action and Timeframe
and Enforcement
For soil stabilization and revegetation of disturbed areas within the Construction VA Materials shall be
Proposed Action site, VA may employ erosion control and seed and | Contractor selected and verified
mulch stabilization materials that avoid entanglement hazards to prior to installation.
snakes and other wildlife species. VA may use no-till drilling,
g hydromulching, or hydroseeding rather than erosion control blankets
Wildlife . o .
and Habitat | °F mats due to a reduced risk to wildlife. If worke.rs use erosion
control blankets or mats, the product would contain no netting or
contain loosely woven, natural fiber netting in which the mesh
design allows the threads to move, therefore allowing expansion of
the mesh openings. Workers would not use plastic mesh matting or
hydromulch containing microplastics.
To aid in the scientific knowledge of a species’ status and current Construction VA Pre-construction
range, VA may encourage workers to report encounters of species of | Contractor environmental training
greatest conservation need to the Texas Natural Diversity Database and construction
Wildlife according to the data submittal instructions found at the TPWD oversight.
and Habitat | Texas Natural Diversity Database. Alternatively, reporters can
record their observations of species in the iNaturalist community app
via a smartphone.
In the unexpected event that construction activities discover cultural | Construction VA Implemented
Historic resources or Native American cultural items falling under the Native | Contractor; Qualified immediately upon
and American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act during any phase | Archaeologist/Tribal discovery.
Cultural of the project, VA would stop work in the area immediately and Representative, as
Resources | protect the site until VA can retain a qualified archaeologist and/or needed
tribal representative to evaluate the find.
In the unexpected event that construction activities discover human Construction VA Implemented
remains, VA will stop work in the area immediately, protect the site, | Contractor; Qualified immediately upon
Historic and report the discovery to the appropriate authorities (Texas Health | Archaeologist/Approp discovery.
and and Safety Code Title 8, Chapters 711-714). If the remains are riate Authorities, as
Cultural determined to be Native American, VA would notify the THC to needed
Resources | determine appropriate next steps.




Resources Resource Protection Measure (source of measure) Party Responsible for | Party Responsible | Monitoring/Enforcement
Implementation for Monitoring Action and Timeframe
and Enforcement
VA'’s construction contractor would dispose of all debris or waste at | Construction VA Inclusion in contract.
Solid an appropriately authorized disposal facility. Contractor Compliance throughout
Waste and Any pesticide used would comply with the Federal Insecticide, project execution.
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, including use of USEPA-registered
Hazardous . . .
Materials products and certified applicators, as applicable, and Endangered
Species Act requirements, including consultation of USEPA’s
Bulletins Live! Two system

Legend: BMP = best management practice; dBA = A-weighted decibels; NPDES = National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System; SWPPP = Stormwater Pollution Prevention
Plan; TCEQ = Commission on Environmental Quality; TPWD = Texas Parks and Wildlife Department; UDC = Unified Development Code; USACE = United States Army Corps
of Engineers; USEPA = United States Environmental Protection Agency; USFWS = United States Fish and Wildlife Service; VA = United States Department of Veterans Affairs;
VAMC = Veterans Affairs Medical Center.
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