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Part 1: 1776 - 1865

August 26, 1776

The Second Continental Congress
approved the first pension law
granting pensions to soldiers,
seamen, and marines disabled

in the Revolutionary War.

July 17, 1862

Congress granted President Abraham
Lincoln the authority to acquire land
for national cemeteries. This led to
the establishment of the first 14
national cemeteries, situated near
major battlefields, prisoner-

of-war sites, and hospitals.

March 3, 1865

President Lincoln authorized what
would become the National Home
for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. The
first system of its kind to provide care
and support for Union Veterans after
the Civil War.




