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A.a required bJ·••ction 236 of the 1.egi•lattve ieorgaut~tlon Act of 
1970, ve are ••1-ittta1 our coatent• Oil the r.oaptroller Cellelat•• 
April 6, 1979 report, "Health Effect■ of Exposure to Berbtctde Orange 
in South Viet.naa Sllow.d b. Re■olved," CED-79-22. The report at.te• 
that •iuce 1977, Vietnaa veteran■ have contacted the Veterans Achdni•­
tration fVA) conca~ng healt~ probleaa which they believe wre cauaed 
by expoaare to herbicide• ia 'Vieta■■• VA'• efforts to resolve Yeteran■' 
concern• h•!'• bee~ baaper~d ,_l>ecauae of prob!•• in id,ntifJi!18 personnel 
expoaed ~9 berblcidea and detenaining the poaatble bealtb c011Mqoence.a. 
GAO rec~ads that the' Department of Defense (DOD). with the uaiat­
anc:e and guidance of an appropriate interagency group, conduct• auney 
of any loug:-tera aedical effects on ailitary personnel who were likely 
to haYe beeu upo■ed-to herbicides in South Vietnam. It alao'recaaenda 
aeveral addi~1ona1 actloneVA ape! DOD abould·tate. • • 
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The report aaaignad the pri-ry role in the f•rtber inveatigation of t6e 
effect• of Herbicide Orange on the health of'Vietnua veteran• to the i>e­
partMnt of Defense (DOD). The.,,. does'1lot object to DOD'• major role 
in the atud1 of thia b•rbicide but wiabee t~'po1nt out that tbe ajority 
of individual• expoaed are undoubtedly n6 longer on active ■iliury duty. 
Accordingly, DOD'• ace••• to theae i~ividuals aay be very limited. In 
contraat, the VA 1• th• agency reapouible for providing a range of serv­
ices iaclwlina health care for eligible' lndividuale, and tould be called 
upon to resolve queatione concerning the toxicity of Herbicide Orange. 

' . . 
ne VA ie 'ri.goroualy 1nveat1gat1ng the toxicity of Berb1cide Orange and 
a VA ~entral Office Steering C'omllittee baa been eatabliahed to coordi- • 
n.ate the inveatigation. The charter eatabliabing an adviaory group on 
the technical aapecta of herbicide toxicity haa· been approved and pub- • 
lubed in the Federal ~egiater. Thia group, entitled ~cm11itt'ee on the­
Bealtb Jte1ated Eff,cta of Rerbicidea," coapriaed of acme of the most re­
nowned individual■ working in envirom1ental health, Will provide the VA 
with advice on ita efforts. 

The V:A ha• eat.ablished a regi•try of Vietnaa Yete"iana ezained tn nr 
aedic~l ce)itar• for herbicJ.d~ 't,oxtct~r to peratt continuing follovup. _ 
Ve anticipate ~~ical'follovup for. t_!i••~ indtndual• over• number ot 
year• in order to detect any developaent of 'herbicide related dtsea1ee. -1 

A study of the diagnostic value of deternintug dioxin levels in the 



c, 

Honorable Abraham A~ libicoff '~ -. " .,, Chairman, Coadttee on Goftrnmental 
Affaira 

fat of 1nd1rldual• exposed to Herbicide Orange' is being conducted. Thi• 
•tudy shooid provide definitiv~ information to determine if thia t~at. -
should be uaed to diagnose he-rbicide toxicity: • ' ... 

I have written the Secretary, Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
(IIIEW), concerning the importance of epidemiological studies of popula­
tions exposed to large quantities of potentially toxic herbicides. The 
Secretary responded positively, indicating that DBEW will investigate the 
individuals exposed to dioxin during an industrial accident in Nitro, West 
Virginia. 

In their report, the GAO recomend.' 'that I assure that 

-in evaluating herbicide related claims, regional officea 
obtain all military record information pertaining to a 

.veteran's possible exposure to herbicides in Vietnam; 

The_Departaent of Veterans Benefits (DVB) has received 500 claims for 
~Olllpensation from veterans alleging current disabilities were caused by 
exposure to Herbicide Orange in Vietnam. We are obtaining military rec­
ora inforcation pertaining to their possible exposure to cbemical herbi­
cides in Vietnam. DVB also received information from the Department of 
Defenae concerning herbicide chemical spraying missions. We plan to use 
this information to verify a veteran's presence in an area in which a 
herbicide chemical spraying mission was conducted. 

-all ftterana submitting such claims to VA regional offices 
are encouraged to contact VA health care facilities. 

As early•• October 17, 1978, all DVB field stations were advised of the 
examination procedures outlined in VA Circular 10-78-219. In that an­
nouncement, we indicated that Veterans Services Division personnel should 
advise each veteran alleging an Herbicide Orange related diseue of the 
hospital examination and treatment program available. DV! Circular 21-79-6, 
issued April 25, 1979, requires V~ employees adjudicating clai1:1S to notify 
each veteran claiming a herbicide chemical related diseaae of the hospital 
exanination and treatment program available at the nearest VA Medical Cen­
ter. 

Lastly, we believe it should be noted that we are constantly learning more 
about the health effects, both short-term and long-range, of exposure to 
herbicides. Tbe current state of scientific data is in a flux and is under­
going caruul scrutiny and examination by a variety of experts, both within 
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and without the Federal ,SO'ftrmtent. Th•refore, we believe .tt J.• premtan 
for the VA to undertake an outreach prograa at tld• ti•• You .. ,. be••­
sured that a• 110re data is .receiwd and anal:,aed, we shall td.e appropriate 
action, including an outreach program. 

Sincerel1, 

MAX CLELAND . 
Achdniatrator 
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CONCURRENCES: See attached for (60) (10) and (20) concurrences. 
ASOWA:taj (S/18/79) (52E) (52) (50) 
Page 3 redone 6/29/79 to incorporate change requested by (02) 



{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Form","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}



