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Access Restrictions 

Some folders need to be screened for PII before release. These folders are primarily in the 

materials surrounding the Chief of Minority Affairs office.  

 

Use Restrictions 

Some study materials were conducted by organizations outside the VA and those organizations 

may need to be contacted for permission. They remained with the collection because they were 

of vital considerations and referenced heavily in correspondence.  
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Administrative History 

This series was transferred to the National VA History Center Archives as part of the office 

move out of the 1717 H Street, Washington, DC, location. The folder titles from this collection 

are excellent descriptors of the material inside and all were kept exactly as stated. Most 

acronyms have been spelled out in the first occurrence using brackets, e.g., NVVRS [National 

Vietnam Veterans' Readjustment Study].  

Because of the shortages caused by COVID during the first-round processing, not all folders 

were replaced, though most have been.  

 

Preferred Citation 

National VA History Center Archives; RG 3 Veterans Health Administration. Post-Deployment 

Health; Epidemiology Program. [Folder title], [Document Title]. [Reference URL if required.]  

 

Collection Description 

This collection consists of the VA’s earliest work in the matters of Veteran exposure. The 

records come primarily from retired program director Dr. Han Kang’s working files. In addition 

to records regarding exposure, the collection also contains materials related to Dr. Kang’s work 

in helping to establish the VA’s Office of Minority Affairs and document his outreach efforts.  

The office entity started in the mid-1980s as the Agent Orange Program Research Office. Other 

activities captured in the records relate to the Environmental Agents Service and the 

subordinate Environmental Epidemiology Service. These entities were working on policy, 

research, and clinical programs addressing environmental exposure in Service Members, the 

potential health effects, and the efforts to guide agency responses to stakeholder concerns.  

This collection is best supplemented with program records found at National Archives under 

Record Group 15. At the time of this writing, these series include:  

• Gulf War Registry Files NAID 18556773 

• Ionizing Radiation Registry Files NAID 18555917   

• Vietnam Veterans Readjustment Study Files NAID 628289 

• Agent Orange Registry Master Database Files NAID 18556214 
 

Further research materials are available at Defense Threat Reduction Agency’s Nuclear Test 

Personnel Review Program. Documentation of the interaction between the VA and the NTPR 

program is in section 4.2 of History of the NTPR Program 1978 – 1992. Materials related to the 

Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments are located at Georgetown University’s 

Bioethics archives.  All the VA’s Agent Orange Review Newsletters starting in 1982 are available 

here.  

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/18556773
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/18555917
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/628289
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/18556214
https://www.dtra.mil/DTRA-Mission/Reference-Documents/NTPR-Info/
https://www.dtra.mil/DTRA-Mission/Reference-Documents/NTPR-Info/
https://www.dtra.mil/Portals/61/Documents/NTPR/4-Rad_Exp_Rpts/38_DNA-6041F_History_of_the_NTPR_Program_1978-1993.pdf
https://bioethics.georgetown.edu/library-materials/archives/
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/publications/newsletter-archive.asp


NVAHCA Finding Aid  
 

Updated 30 Jun 2026 
 

This series does not contain individual Veteran military records or that of possible exposure to 

specific people.  

Documents of particular interest include:  

• The Data Sheet dated 1 July 1980 

• 23 July 1982 letter relating to circulars regarding radiation exposure  

• 14 Oct 1993 Minority Coalition Meeting minutes, relating to Asian Veterans.  

• Questions and instructions for the Army Chemical Corps study done by Klemm Analytics  

• Formal response to Institute of Medicine Report on Agent Orange research  

• Preliminary report of Armed Forces Institute of Pathology Agent Orange Registry Report  

• June 1984 Joint VA/Armed Forces Institute of Pathology Study of Malignant Neoplasms 

Among Vietnam-Era Veterans Hospitalized in the VA Medical Facilities  

• Change in Committee Name and Programmatic Responsibilities 

• Monsanto Information release  

• Summary of Ionizing Radiation Activities  

 

General Notes 

No identifiable Veteran information was found in this series.  

 

Box and Folder List  
 

Box   
1 Over 5 Presentation (SER)  
 Fact Sheet, Defense Nuclear Agency  
 Circulars 10-83-12, 10-83-38, 10-83-49, 10-83-61 
 Chief Minority Affairs Office 
 Chief Minority Affairs Office 
 Army Chemical Corps Feasibility Study 1998  
 Ranch Hand Advisory Committee Meetings 
 Army Chemical Corps Vietnam Veterans Health Study Proposal, Oct 1994 

A Summary of the Available Scientific Information on the Human Health Effects of Agent 
Orange. August 1984   

 National Academy of Sciences BIRLS Validation Study  
  
2 Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, Agent Orange Registry  
 Advisory Committee Meeting - Health Related Effect of Herbicides, 1989 [2 folders]  
 Advisory Committee Meeting - Health Related Effect of Herbicides, Sept 7, 1990  
 Research Status - Environmental Epidemiology Service (146C)  
 Agent Orange Advisory Committee 4/15 
 Advisory Committee Meeting 6/5/84  
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3 Agent Orange Projects Office Conference Calls 1983 - 1984  
 Environmental Medicine Conference Calls 1985 - 1988 
 EAS Conference Calls 1988 - 1992  
 Agent Orange Exposure Outside Vietnam [2 folders]  
 Agent Orange, Possible Exposure Circulars  
 Persian Gulf Registry  
 426879 Request for Action Plan Regarding Agent Orange (AO) and Other Herbicide Exposure  
  
4 Final Report, Wisconsin Vietnam Veteran Mortality Study  
 The Health Effects of "Agent Orange" and Polychlorinated Dioxin Contaminants, An Update 1984  
 Mortality Among Vietnam Veterans in Massachusetts 1972 - 1983  
 April Briefing Book, VOL 13; Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments 1995  
 Army Chemical Corps Vietnam Veterans Health Study Phase I - Feasibility Study  
 Report to the White House Agent Orange Working Group 27 May 1986  
 US Army Chemical Corps Vietnam Veterans Health Survey Report  
 Long Term Health Effects of Exposure to Mustard Gas 
 Mortality Follow-up Study of the Veterans Exposed to Mustard Gas in WWII  

Merit Review Board Summary Statements - Mortality Follow-up Study of the Veterans Exposed 
to Mustard Gas in WWII  
Aerotitis Media in Submariners (annotated 

  
5 Nuclear Tests and Ionizing Radiation  
 Data Analysis Task Force  
 PL-98-542 Dioxin and Radiation Exposure Compensation  
 PL-99-272 
 Proposed Final Radiation Regulation 
 DVB Circular 21-88-11 July 12, 1988 
 Ionizing Radiation Registry Program Procedures 
 Environmental Medicine Ionizing Radiation Program 30 March 1992 
 Revision of Ionizing Radiation Registry Handbook  
 Ionizing Radiation Registry - Various records systems 
 IRAD Chronology [2 folders] 
 Interim Report of the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments 21 Oct 1994  
  
6 Fact Sheet (Radiation) Doc #0981B (LAD)  
 Chief Medical Officer's Testimony on VA Agent Orange-related Activities 19 May 1983  
 Agent Orange Hearings  
 Jeanne Stellman Columbia University Korean/Agent Orange  
 Gulf War Program PLS 102-25 and others [Tabs do not match original folder title]  
 VA Persian Gulf Health Registry  
  
7 Evaluation Protocol for Gulf War and Iraqi Freedom Veterans with Potential Exposure to 

Depleted Uranium 23 Feb 2004 [PII Flag]  
 Agent Orange GAO Report HRD 92 - 77; Copayment Exemption Procedures  
 DNA Handouts; NTPR Monthly Meeting 6/18/1992  
 DNA Handouts; NTPR Monthly Meeting 17 December 1992 
 DNA Handouts; NTPR Monthly Meeting 7 Aug 1991 
 DNA Handouts; NTPR Monthly Meeting Oct 1990  
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 DNA Handouts; NTPR Monthly Meeting 21 May 1992 
House Hearing on Radiation Compensation 

 Nuclear Test Personnel Review 
 DNA Handouts; NTPR Monthly Meeting 9 Jan 1992  
 DNA Handouts; NTPR Monthly Meeting 12 Dec 1991 
 DNA Handouts; NTPR Monthly Meeting 10 Oct 1991 
 DNA Handouts; NTPR Monthly Meeting 14 Nov 1991 

DNA Handouts; NTPR Monthly Meetings: 8 May 1990, 9 Aug 1990, 7 Nov 1990, 14 Feb 1991, 14 
Mar 1991, 11 Apr 1991, 20 Jun 1991  

  
8 Women Vietnam Veteran Health Study - Correspondence  
 Women Vietnam Veteran Health Study - Planning and Correspondence 
 Women Vietnam Veteran Health Study Protocol Review  
 Wisconsin Vietnam Veterans Mortality Study Proportionate Mortality Ratio Results  
 Dr. Kang - Vietnam Trip  
 Presidential Committee 4 Sept 1997  
  
9 P-112 Veterans March 2003 "Project SHAD"  
 Persian Gulf Monthly Statistical Update April 1994  
 Persian Gulf Veterans Coordinating Working Group Agendas and Minutes.  
 Conference Proceedings and Meetings  
 Dr. Kang - Reviews and Responses  
 Manual - Persian Gulf Registry  
 Persian Gulf, Agent Orange, and Ionizing Radiation Information Package 

Plan for Surveillance of Navy Veterans Who Were Suspected of Receiving Radium 
Nasopharyngeal Irradiation Treatments During WWII  

 Chemical Weapons Exposure Testing Planning April 19, 1993  
 Army Chemical Corps Vietnam Veterans Health Study Phase II Full Study Oct 15, 1999  
 Research Triangle Institute Dec 20, 1990 
 National Vietnam Veterans Readjustment Study Technical Advisory Group 23 Jun 1991  
 698 F488 TAG Handouts 
 Scientific Advisory Board for NVVRS 24 Oct 1986  
 Funds and Reporting Women NVVRS  
 TAG Handouts 29 Jun 1990  
 TAG Handouts 20 April 1990 
 Ionizing Radiation Registry Fact Sheet Oct 1990  
 Radiation Legislation  
  
10 Conference Calls  
 EP Roster 
 Female Vets  

 Misc. TWXS [Teletypewriter Exchange]  
 1978 Circulars  
 1980 Circulars 
 1981 Circulars  
 1982 Circulars  
 1983 Circulars  
 1984 Circulars  
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 1985 Circulars  
 1986 Circulars  
 1987 Circulars  
 1988 Circulars  
 1989 Circulars  
 1990 Circulars  
 Code Sheets  

John Gullo Evidence 
  
11 NY State Health Effects of AO Exposure - Kang, Young, & Shepard  
 Ranch Hand Study  
 CDC Dioxin RA  
 Vietnam Nurse Health Study  
 Feasibility of Developing Cohort; Mustard Gas during WWII  
 Study of Prisoners of War May 1980  
 War-Related Illness and Injury Study Center Oversight Committee  
 POWs  
 VSO 6/26  
  
12 SHAD Protocols - IRB [Shipboard Hazard and Defense]  
 VA EDMS Folder Routing Slips [Enterprise Data Management System]  
 422027 Final Rule RIN 2900-AN01 Presumption SC AL Amyloidosis - Agent Orange  

419879 Would like to know what plans VA have to move hypertension to the same compensable 
illness status as ALS, etc.  

 419255 Exposure to Environmental at Several Locations including LeJeune and McClellan  
 418903 Letter to the President of the National Academy of Science Institute of Medicine  
 421383 May 08 GWWIS Concurrence/Review [Gulf War Veterans Information Systems]  

417589 Technical Assistance to NIOSH/CDC for an Investigation of a Cluster of Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis  
417625 White Paper - Report to Congress on Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) Assigned to 13 
(445807 Related Folder) [Folder not included in transfer}  

 Ranch Hand Advisory Committee  
 Combined Registry File Report 1/30/02  
 Dr Kang VA Response Letter  
 AO POC  
 Epstein's Testimony  
  
13 CDC Epi Study  
 Memos and Letters (General) 

VA Environmental Hazard Committee 10/87 Meeting 
  
14 AO Deposition 4/10/84 Justice Department Judith Sack  
 ACS Proceedings AO Registry  
 San Antonio 
 Army Chemical Corps Vietnam Veterans Health Study  
 General Lee, Korean, DoD Agent Orange 5/20/92  
 Preliminary Report Veterans Mortality December 1986  
 Deployment Center Proposal  
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 Research Realignment Committee Report  
 PGQ [Persian Gulf Questionnaire] 
  
15 Twin Study 
(OB14) Chemical Corps Health Study Advisory Committee  
 Amendment - Research Triangle Institute  

RTI/NVVRS Progress Notes [Research Triangle Institute/National Vietnam Veterans' 
Readjustment Study]  

 Draft Outline of Report on V.S. Evaluation Questionnaire - BRS  
 NIOSH Dioxin Registry [2 folders]  
 Physicians Information Guide - Persian Gulf Spouses and Childrens Examination Program [2 
folders]  
  
16 Hanoi 26 - 29 June 1995 [3 folders] 
 VN Epi Study Hx - Questionnaire - Pilot Test  
 VN Epi Study Hx - Physical Examination - Pilot Test  
 VN Epi Study Hx - History  
 NRC/NAS Review Epi Protocol  
 Correspondence  
 Epidemiology Protocol Reviews  
  
17 Decision Papers - "Epi" Study, Sept 9, 1982  
 VN Epi Study Hx - DoD/VA Study, Exposure Index  
 NVVRS Military Medicine - History and Background  
 NVVRS Military Medicine - 00 Committee TAG, H-7 Committee TAG [Technical Advisory Group]  
 NVVRS Military Medicine - Cost Estimates  
 Notes: TAG Meeting 8/23/81 
 NVVRS Technical Advisory Group 26 Sept 1989  
 NVVRS TAG 3 Nov 1989  
 NVVRS TAG 5 Jan 1990  
 NVVRS - RTI History  
 "SOW & Interagency Agreements; Modified and faxed to Dr. Murtaugh on 7 Sept 1989"  
 NVVRS - Contracting [4 folders] 
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