
SSVF Blog Post Development Process

Phase 1: Pitch

• Identify a Veteran 
to be interviewed.

• Have the Veteran 
complete the 
health release 
(i.e., VA Form 10-
5345), media 
consent (i.e., VA 
Form 10-3202), 
and blog 
information form. 

• Schedule a 30-
minute interview 
with the Veteran 
and their case 
manager.

Phase 2: 
Interview

• Conduct the 
interview using the 
SSVF Storytelling 
Interview Guide. If 
possible, try to 
record it as this 
helps with note-
taking.

• Have the Veteran 
provide VA with a 
picture, or take 
one of the Veteran 
if you are in 
person. 

Phase 3: 
Writing

• Write the first draft 
copy of the blog 
post using the 
SSVF Storytelling 
Template. 

Phase 4: 
Review

• Provide the draft 
to the Veteran for 
their review and 
approval. 

• Then submit the 
draft to SSVF. 

Phase 5: 
Clearance and 

Submission

• SSVF will work 
within VA to have 
the finalized blog 
approved and sent 
to publication.

Phase 6: 
Promotion

• Keep on eye on 
VA News at 
news.va.gov for 
your blog post.

• Once the blog post 
is published, 
promote it through 
standard tactics 
(e.g., social 
media). 
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