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The VA FY 2026 budget request puts Veterans first. Among the most important
increases in VA funding for FY 2026 is the $1.5 billion expansion of the Veterans
Health Administration (VHA) Mental Health Residential Rehabilitation Treatment
Programs (MH RRTP).

VA'’s residential rehabilitation treatment programs provide comprehensive treatment and
rehabilitation services to Veterans with mental health conditions like posttraumatic stress
disorder (PTSD), depression, and substance use disorder (SUD), and social needs such
as employment and housing. VA operates more than 250 programs at approximately 120
residential rehabilitation sites across the country, with enough beds to accommodate
more than 6,500 Veterans.

VA proposes to expedite access to MH RRTP to enhance access to lifesaving residential
treatment through new access standards and improved operational efficiency. This goal
is to ensure Veterans have timely access to critical mental health and SUD treatment,
whether in VA facilities or in the community.

VA’s proposal would enable:
e Faster access to residential treatment for priority admission (48 hours vs. 72 hours)
o Faster access to residential treatment for non-priority admissions (20 days vs. 30
days)
e Direct admission from inpatient units to residential treatment
o Faster access to screening for residential treatment (48 hours vs. 7 days)
All of this will help get Veterans the care they need when they need it and ultimately save
lives.

The VA FY 2026 budget includes $1.5 billion in Medical Community Care funding for MH
RRTP care in the community, resulting in higher total FY 2026 budget request for Medical
Community Care.

At the same time, VA will increase its internal capacity to deliver high quality residential
care which is supported by the VA FY 2026 SUD initiative budget request. The SUD
initiative funding will support the hiring of staff and opening of new beds to allow for
efficient utilization of and expedited access to existing VA residential treatment programs.
It also supports full implementation of a regional centralized admissions screening
process to improve overall operational efficiency and the quality of screening procedures,
streamlining and simplifying the experience for Veterans.

The VA FY 2026 budget request for these important programs will ensure that the Nation’s
Veterans are provided with the world-class healthcare that they deserve.
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